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McKlNLAY*5 Journey to Carpentaria. 13 



2. (a). Diary of Mr. J. McKinlay, leader of the Burke Relief 
Expedition, fitted out by the Government of South Australia. 

I started from Adelaide with the camels, &c, on 16th August, 
1861, and, on Friday, September 27, got all safe across the Lake 
Torrens, no water being at our crossing nor in view. Next day 

;>roceeded to Lake Pando (or Hope), the track thither, bearing 
rom about 2° 30' to 3° w., over a fearful jumble of broken sand- 
hills, occasionally passing a small flat trending w.n.w. and e.s.e. ; 
at 11^ miles * passed on our left a small salt lake, dry, half a mile 
long ; met numbers of blacks, apparently peaceably inclined ; 
weather very hot and disagreeable for the season of the year, 
a hot north wind blowing. 

[The expedition remained at Lake Hope till October 8th, to 
enable certain of the party who had been detached and had lost 
their way to regain strength. The soil being soft, the horses were 
unshod, there being little prospect of shoes being necessary for 
a long time. While here rather a strange circumstance occurred. 
A pelican, in. an attempt to swallow a perch about a foot long by 
about 12 inches in circumference, was fairly choked after getting 
it half-way down its throat, and found in the morning quite dead, 
with the tail of the fish hanging out of its mouth. A considerable 
quantity of clover or trefoil on this lake ; and at the eastern end, 
on the flooded flat, grass, but not abundant. The country in 
this part does not appear to have been visited by any rain for very 
many months ; indeed years must have passed since any quantity 
has fallen in this sandy region ; the bottoms of the claypans 
are nearly as hard as bricks, A considerable quantity of salt-bush 
of various kinds around the lake and on the flats, with some poly- 
gonum on the flooded flats ; innumerable pigeons.] 

Tuesday, Oct. 8. — Started from Pando Lake Camp ; wind west 
and cool, and reached junction of Pando Creek, 4J miles. Creek 
about 250 yards to 300 broad ; on the s.w. bank of lake there 
appear to be layers of salty substance. Tipandranara Lake bears 
from junction w.n.w. Within 2 miles, the creek contracts to less 

* Whenever possible, the distance of each day's march will follow the day's 
diary. But in order to distinguish those made on the main route from the occa- 
sional excursions made from camps or depots, the distances of all the latter will be 
printed in italic— [Ed.] 
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14 McKlNLAY's Journey from 

than 100 yards, and at camp about 6 feet. Arrived at 4*10 p.m. 
on small Lake Uppadae or Camel Lake ; total distance 15 miles 
of miserable country, with salt-bush of various description, and 
samphire, and small stones occasionally. Lake about 1J mile 
long, by an average width of J of a mile, surrounded by sandhills, 
very little timber, and that little of the most miserable description 
of box ; a considerable quantity of rushes and a little grass round 
the margin, and lots of waterfowl. Interpreters absconded. Day's 
course from n. 20° w. to N. 10° w., and latterly as much as N. ; 
distance made about 15 miles. 

Oct. 9. — Camped at a long deep water-hole. Creek dry in a 
number of places; distance 12| miles. 

Oct. 10. — Afternoon scoured great part of the country a-head, 
and could find no water ; camped beside a small pool of water in a 
creek that I had crossed at mid-day ; distance 7 miles, 

Oct. 11. — Started with Mr. Middleton to go to the relief of 
whites said to be in the interior. On a bearing of 18°, at 22 miles 
arrived at Lake Perigundi, a semicircular lake, from 3 to 4 miles 
in length, by If mile broad. The water not very good ; the 
natives even dig round in the clay a short distance from the lake 
for water for their use. 

Oct. 12. — Camped on a fine long sheet of water, Wankadunnie, 
1J mile distant. 

Oct. 14. — After first 9J miles travelled over undulating country 
of sand, dry flats, and flooded ground. From the top of the 
highest sandhill, at that distance, the whole country, particu- 
larly to the eastward, is one mass of floated timbered flats, and 
subject to awful inundations. At those times it must be quite 
impracticable, the main creek (apparently) upon our right varying 
from 1 to 2J miles in width, with patches of young trees across its 
bed and sides. If this country had permanent water, and rain 
occasionally, it would do well for stock of any kind, having a fair 
sprinkling of grass, compared with anything of late seen. At 
14 miles came to the bed of a small dry lake, with lots of fine 
grass. When rain has fallen on this country it is difficult to say ; 
most of the herbs and grass, and shrubs, are as dry as tinder, and 
will ignite at once, but the country is more open and fit for pasture. 
At 16 miles crossed the bed of salt-lake, now dry, and of no great 
extent, running north and south, in an extensive flat. Camped on 
west side of Siva Lake, or Perigundi Lake ; found it exceedingly 
boggy ; and what seemed clover was nothing but young samphire ; 
little or no grass ; distance 25J miles. 

Oct. 15. — Finding this lake won't suit as a depot till my return 
from searching for reported white men, I started to-day to en- 
deavour to find a place for that purpose, and travelled over alter- 



Adelaide to Carpentaria. 15 

nate heavy and high sandhills and flooded wooded polygonum- 
flats, with a few grassy patches. At 11 miles, came to a lake, 
Cudye-cudyena ; plenty of grass and clover, but the water all but 
dried up, a few inches only being around its margin ; all the 
centre and south end, and side, being a mudbank. On my way 
back came on a creek with sufficient water and grass, though dry, 
to suit the purpose, at 2 miles, and pushed on to camp ; distance 
2 miles.* 

Oct 16. — Passed n.w. arm of lake; then began to ascend the 
sandhills, which were very soft, high, and steep ; kept on till 
arrived at water close within f of a mile of where I intended to 
fix the camp as depot ; total distance, 8£ miles to Careri Creek, 
which seems to flow from the west of north, or nearly north and 
south ; name of water-hole and camp is Wantula Depot. 

Oct. 17. — Making arrangements for start in search of the white 
men. 

Oct. 18. — At 8 a.m., started; crossed well-grassed flooded poly- 
gonum flats or plains, for an hour, crossing Kiradinte in the Careri 
Creek ; then left the creek on the left, and passed over a succession 
of sand ridges. At 9 '15 arrived at Lake Cudye-cudyena, at about 
9 miles. It was quite a treat ; abundance of good water, and 
any quantity of grass of various kinds, and plenty of clover. It is 
about 6 miles long, and fully J mile wide, well timbered. On a 
bearing from southern end of lake (now called Lake Buchanan), 
Lake Bulpaner, now all but dry, is distant about 2 miles, along 
almost a valley. Sent back letter to Camp Depot to desire them 

* A strange circumstance occurred this evening, showing isolated instances of 
gratitude and honesty of the natives. In the evening, after my return, a number 
of natives were near the camp ; amongst them, just as they were about to depart, 
I observed an elderly man and his son, a boy of 8 to 10 years, who appeared 
to be an invalid, and was about to be carried off by the father. I stopped him ; 
and, as I was at supper, gave the youth some bread and meat, and tea ; when they 
all took their leave. About the end of the first watch (which was regularly kept), 
I was awake, and heard the person on watch, Middleton, speaking evidently to a 
native ; who, to my astonishment, as well as to Middleton's, ventured up to the 
camp alone at night ; and what would the reader suppose his errand was ? It was 
to bring back our axe, that one of his tribe had purloined unseen from the camp 
during the afternoon ! On delivery of said article he at once took his leave, pro- 
mising to come in the morning. 

Next morning a few of the natives approached the camp ; but stood off at a 
respectable distance, not sure how they were to be dealt with for their dishonesty, 
till, by and by, the old man with a few others came up ; and gradually they that 
stood aloof came up also. Amongst them were women and children, to whom I 
made various little presents of beads and fishhooks, with which they seemed 
pleased. To the old man, for his honesty, I gave a tomahawk, with which he 
appeared highly pleased — his name was Mootielina: the thief I could not find out, 
or would have given him his deserts likewise. They did not muster very strong 
this morning, only about 100 ; but numbers of others were visible all round the 
lake at the different camps. They all appeared very civil, whether from fear or 
naturally I could not guess. 
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to move on to this place, so much more desirable for a depot than 
where they are now. Turned out the animals to await their return. 
Very open country till within 1 mile of Camp at Gunany, a large 
creek, about 60 to 80 yards wide, and from 20 to 30 deep, on 
which we found a number of natives just finishing their day's fish- 
ing. They had been successful, and had three or four different 
sorts of fish, viz., the cat-fish of the Murray, the nombre of the 
Darling, and the brown perch ; and I think I observed a small cod. 
They offered, and I took several, which were very good: they 
promised to bring more in the morning. We came upon and 
crossed a large flooded wooded polygonum-flat, which continued 
close to the camp. Distance travelled, 25f miles. 

Oct. 19. — Early this morning, about 80 natives, of all sorts, 
healthy and strong, visited the camp, and could not be coaxed or 
driven away. I think they would have tried to help themselves, 
were it not from fear of the fire-arms. How they came to know 
their deadliness I cannot say. Crossed creek to Toorabinganee, a 
succession of reaches of water in a broad creek, some apparently 
deep; then over very high sandhills, pretty well grassed, and 
arrived at Luncheon Place, an island often dry, now partly so, on 
south-eastern side, in an extensive irregular lake of about 8^ to 
9 miles long, by an average of If to 2 miles ; very hot ; name of 
Lake Canna Canta-jandide. Thought I might be able to cross it 
at the narrowest place with the horses and camels, instead of going 
all round, as it put me out of my course ; but found it too deep, so 
had to go round. Towards the end of our day's journey, over flat 
country, with large dry beds of lakes or swamps, as dry as ashes, 
with a saltlike appearance, the only vegetation being a few scat- 
tered bushes of samphire, and an occasional salt-bush ; a more dreary 
country impossible to imagine. Arrived at Lake Moolion- 
dhurunnie, a nice little lake, nearly circular, and nearly woodless, 
about 1J mile diameter. Abundance of good water, and plenty 
of feed — clover, and some grass. Bearing of creek that fills lake, 
350° ; east end, 87° ; west end, 303° ; north side 15°.* On arrival 
at lake, saw several native-fires, which, on our lighting ours, were 
immediately put out. Distance travelled, 28 miles. 

Oct. 20. — At day-light, about 90 to 100 natives, of all sorts, 
visited us; they were not so unruly as those of the morning 
before, having evidently had some communication with whites, 
using the word Yanaman for horse, as in Sydney, and one or two 
other words familiar to me. Plenty of fish of all sorts in the lake, 
although not very deep. The natives here say that the whites 
have left the above place, and are now at Undaganie. I observed 
several portions of European clothing about their camps on our 
course. The sandhills were exceedingly high on the western side, 
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but pretty hard ; but on the eastern side almost precipitous, and 
soft drift sand ; a dray or cart might get east ; but I cannot fancy 
it possible it could return. An exceedingly hot day, wind north. 
On our way, the natives informed us the natives we had left in the 
morning had murdered the man said to be at the end of our day's 
sta^e. On some of the ridges, and on crossing a large flat creek, 
I observed two new trees or shrubs (they are both) ; from one I 
obtained some seeds, like beans, rather a handsome tree ; the other, 
when large, at a distance looks like a she- oak, having a very dark 
butt and long, drooping, dark green, narrow leaves, and did not 
appear to have any seeds at present. Started at 7*17 till twenty- 
two minutes to ten, 9 miles, on a bearing of from 100° to 105° ; at 
8*18 sighted a large timbered creek, distant 1 mile, for about 7 miles, 
360° to 140°. At twenty-two minutes to ten, observed a large, 
dry salt-lake, bearing 341°, north-west arm 330°, north arm 355°, 
distance to extreme point of north bank 9 miles. Bullingani 
informed us that a large lake lay on a bearing of 110°, some 
distance off, named Murri Murri Ando. At 2*20 reached Lake 
Kadhi-baerri. Found plenty of water, and watered the horses 
(the camels some distance behind, quite unable to keep up), and at 
once proceeded northward along the side of a large beautifully- 
timbered, grassed, and clovered swamp (or creek) about 1^ miles 
across, to ascertain the fact as to the presence of a European, 
dead or alive, and there found a grave rudely formed by the 
natives, evidently not one of themselves, sufficient pains not having 
been taken, and, from other appearances, at once set it down as 
the grave of a white, be he who he may. Determined in the 
morning to have the grave opened and ascertain its contents. 
Whilst I went to top of sandhills, looking round me, Mr. Hodg- 
kinson strayed a short distance to some old deserted native huts, 
a short distance off, and by and by returned bearing with him an 
old flattened pint-pot, no marks upon it ; further evidence that it 
was a white, and felt convinced that the grave we saw was that of 
a white man ; plenty of clover and grasses the whole distance tra- 
velled, about 18 miles. Kept watch as usual (but did not intend 
doing so) ; but, just as we were retiring, a fire suddenly struck 
up, and we thought some of the natives had followed us or some 
others had come to the lake ; rather a strange matter after dark. 
The fire soon after disappeared, which made us more certain still 
that it was natives. 

Oct 21. — Up in good time ; before starting for the grave, went 
round the lake, taking Mr. Hodgkinson with me to see if natives 
were really on lake, as I did not intend saddling the camels to-day 
if there were no natives here, intending to leave our camp unpro- 
tected ; rather unwise ; but being so short of hands, could not help 
it, the grave being much out of sight Found no natives round 
VOL. XXXIII. C 
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the lake, nor any very recent traces, saving that some of the trees 
were still burning that they (when here last) had lighted. We 
started at once for the grave, taking a canteen of water with us, 
and all the arms. On arrival, removed the earth care'fully ; and 
close to the top of the ground found the body of a European, en- 
veloped in a flannel shirt with short sleeves, a piece of the breast 
of which I have taken ; the flesh, I may say, completely cleared 
from the bones, and very little hair, which must have been de- 
composed: what little there was I have taken. Description of 
body, skull, &c. : marked with slight sabre-cuts, apparently two in 
number ; one immediately over the left eye ; the other, on the right 
temple, inclining over right ear, more deep than the left. Decayed 
teeth existed on both sides of lower jaw and right of upper ; the 
other teeth were entire and sound. In the lower jaw were two 
teeth, one on each side (four between in front), rather projecting, 
such as are sometimes called in the upper jaw " buck teeth." I have 
measured the bones of the thigh and leg, as well as the arm, with 
a cord, not having any other method of doing it. Gathered all 
the bones together, and buried them again, cutting a lot of boughs 
and other wood, and putting them above the earth. Body lies with 
head south, feet north, lying on face, head severed from body. 
On a small tree, immediately south, we marked : " MK., Oct. 21, 
61." Immediately this was over, we questioned the native further 
on the subject of his death. He says he was killed by a stroke 
from what the natives use as a sword (an instrument of semicircular 
form), 5 to 8 feet long, and very formidable. He showed us 
where the whites had been in camp when attacked. We saw lots 
of fish-bones ; but no evidence then on the trees to suppose whites 
had been there. They had certainly chosen a very bad camp, in 
the centre of a box-scrub, with native huts, within 150 to 200 
yards of them. On further examination we found the dung of 
camels and horse or horses, evidently tied up a long time ago. 
Between that and the grave we found another grave, evidently 
dug with a spade or shovel, and a lot of human hair of two 
colours, that had become decomposed, on the skin of the skull, and 
fallen off in flakes, some of which I have also taken. I fancy they 
must all have been murdered here ; dug out the new-found grave 
with a stick (the only instrument we had), but found no remains of 
bodies, save one little bone. The black accounted for this in this 
manner : he says they had eaten them. Found in an old fire- 
place, immediately adjoining, what appeared to be bones very well 
burned, but not in any quantity. In and about the last grave 
named, a piece of light blue tweed, and fragments of paper, and 
small pieces of a * Nautical Almanac,' were found, and an exploded 
* Eley s cartridge." No appearance on any of the trees of bullet- 
marks, as if a struggle had taken place. On a further examination 
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of the blacks* camp, where the pint-pot was found, there was also 
found a tin canteen, similar to what is used for keeping naptha in, 
or some such stuff, both of which we keep. The native says that 
any memos, the whites had are back on the last camp we were 
at on the lake, with the natives, as well as the iron- work of saddles, 
which on our return we mean to endeavour to recover, if the blacks 
can be found : it may be rash, but there is necessity for it. I 
intend, before returning, to have a further search. No natives yet 
seen here. 

Oct. 22. — Were just about to get on the horses to have a further 
search when the natives made their appearance within J a mile of 
us, making for some of their old huts. Immediately on observ- 
ing us, made off at full speed. Mounted the horses, and soon 
overtook one fellow in much fear. In the pursuit, the black 
fellow with us was thrown from his horse ; the horse followed, and 
came up with us just as we pulled the frightened fellow up. Im- 
mediately after, our black fellow came up, mounted his horse, and 
requested us at once to shoot the savage, as he knew him to be 
one of the murderers of the man or party ; but we declined, think- 
ing we might be able to glean something of the others from him. 
On taking him back from where we caught him to the camp, he 
brought us to a camp (old) of the natives, and there dug up a 
quantity of baked horsehair, for saddle-stuffing. He says every- 
thing of the saddlery was burned, the iron-work kept, and the 
other bodies eaten ; a sad end of the poor fellows ! He stated that 
there is a pistol n.e. of us, at a creek, which I have sent him to 
fetch ; and a rifle or gun at the lake we last passed, which, with 
the other articles, we will endeavour to recover. Exceedingly hot ; 
windy, and looks as if it would rain. The natives describe the 
country from south to north of east as being destitute of water, or 
creeks, which I afterwards found cause to doubt. I have marked 
a tree here on north side, " MK., Get. 22-6 L ; west side, dig 
1 ft. ;" where I will bury a memo., in case any one should see my 
tracks, that they may know the fate of the party we are in search 
of. There are tens of thousands of the flock pigeon here ; in fact, 
since we came north of Lake Torrens, they have been very nume- 
rous, and at same time very wary. Mr. Hodgkinson has been 
very successful in killing as many of them as we can use, mixed 
with a little bacon. Before the native went to fetch the pistol, he 
displayed on his body, both before and behind, the marks of ball 
and shot wounds, now quite healed. One ball, inside of left knee, 
so disabled him that he had to be carried about (as he states) for 
some considerable time ; he has also the mark of a pistol-bullet 
on right collar-bone ; and on his breast a number of shot, some 
now in the flesh, but healed. His family, consisting of four lubras 
and two boys, remained close to our camp awaiting his return, 

c 2 
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which he said (from pointing to the sun) would he ten or eleven 
o'clock next day. When called at twenty minutes to eleven p.m. 
to take my watch, I had not been on duty ten minutes when I 
observed a signal-fire in the direction he had gone, about 6 miles 
distant, and wondered be did not make his appearance, but all was 
quiet for the rest of the night, excepting that at intervals the fire 
was replenished. 

Oct. 23, 4 a.m. — Just as we were getting up, not very clear yet, 
headed by the fellow I yesterday sent for the pistol, came about 
forty others bearing torches, shields, &c, shouting and kicking up 
a great noise, and evidently endeavouring to surround us. I im- 
mediately ordered them back, also telling the native that was with 
me to tell them that if they did not keep back I would fire upon 
them, which they one and all disregarded — some were then within 
a few paces of us, the others at various other distances. I requested 
Hodgkinson and Middleton to be ready with their arms and fire 
when desired. Seeing nothing else left but to be butchered our- 
selves, I gave the word " Fire." A few of those closest retired a 
few paces, and were being encouraged on to the attack, when we 
repeated our fire ; and until several rounds were fired into them 
(and, no doubt, many felt the effects) they did not wholly retire. 
I am afraid the " messenger," the greatest vagabond of the lot, 
escaped scatheless. They then took to the lake, and a few came 
round the western side of it, southward, whom we favoured w T ith a 
few dropping shots to show the danger they were in, by the dis- 
tance the rifles would carry on the water. They then cleared off, 
and we finished with them. I then buried the memo., for any 
person that might happen to follow my footsteps, at the same time 
informing them to beware of the natives, as we had, in self-defence, 
to fire upon them. I have no doubt, from the manner they came 
up, that they considered us an easy prey ; but I fancy they mis- 
calculated, and I hope it may prove a useful lesson to them in 
future. Got breakfast ready and over without further molestation, 
and shortly after starting reached a recently-flooded richly-grassed 
flat, surrounded by a margin of trees, main bulk lying south of our 
course ; thence crossed north-west end of another dry lake or 
grassed and clovered flat, similar to the other. At 1*20 made a 
large box-creek, with occasional gums, about from 50 to 60 yards 
wide, and 1 8 to 20 feet deep, sandy bottom, where we struck it 
perfectly dry, where a stream flows to west of north with immense 
side creeks (I fancy Coopers Creek is a branch of it) ; followed its 
bed in its course northward, and reached a water-hole with no very 
considerable quantity of water. This creek is named Werridi 
Marara. From thence Lake Buchanan bears 232° 30 '; Kadhiberri, 
41° ; Lake Moolion-dhurunnie, 296°. Crossed the creek and went 
on till 6 p.m., striking same creek and following its bed (dry) for 
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about 2 miles, and reached Dhurunnie Creek ; a little indifferent 
water in its bed, very steep banks (about 30 feet high) and 60 
yards broad. The bed of the creek, from where we struck it at 

p.m., was chiefly rocky or conglomerate stone, resembling burned 
limestone. {Distance not given) 

Oct 24. — Travelled over splendid grassy flats with low inter- 
vening sand-ridges; then made Arannie, a recently-dried lake 
(abundance of clover and grasses) 3 miles long by 1 broad, 
at right angles to our course, and struck it quarter of a mile 
from its northern extremity. Quite near to Ity-a-mudkie is an- 
other recently-dried lake ; plenty of luxuriant feed. In another 
hour reached its western border, at a creek called Anti-wocarra, 
with no great quantity of water, flowing from 320°. Passed a large 
flooded flat, recently under water, with a great abundance of clover 
and grasses, reaching as far as the eye can trace. At right angles 
to our course, reached its western border, and at 2*25 reached the 
depot at Lake Buchanan, or Cudye-cudyena, the place where I 
directed the camp to be shifted to, and found everything in good 
order, much to my satisfaction. {Distance not given.) 

Oct 25. — At camp very much the appearance of rain, but none 
has fallen. No part of this country has had any rain for very 
many months ; the grasses and herbage, generally, on the hilly 
ground, being like tinder. If it had an ordinary share it would be 
an excellent healthy stock-country. From the numbers of natives, 
and their excellent condition, I am satisfied that many lakes and 
creeks in this part are permanent. The men are in excellent 
health and good spirits, and the animals, except the camels (they 
cannot stand the heavy hills of sand if at all hot, which it w r as on 
our last trip), are all in good condition. The wind is blowing from 
all parts of the compass, but rather cool. For days previous it 
kept from the north, and generally very hot. As yet no rare 
specimens obtained of birds, animals, or anything else. 

Oct. 26. In camp. — Threatens very much for rain ; very sultry ; 
sun overcast ; and wind from every quarter except north. Must 
endeavour to procure a native that can speak the language of the 
natives here, as those we have do not know one word, nor do the 
natives here understand them. They all circumcise, and almost 
universally knock out the two front teeth of the upper jaw. After 
all the threatening for rain, the day has closed without any. 

Oct. 27. In camp. — Wind south and sultry ; everything ready 
for the return party making a start to-morrow : I expect them to 
be absent about three weeks. Should any rain fall ere they return, 

1 will go over to Cooper's Creek Depot ; but the country is so ex- 
ceedingly dry in this region at present, that unless I can make out 
to hit upon those places where water has been left by the last flood, 
it would be quite impossible to travel with anything like safety. 
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Not a single quart of surface-water left by rain has been fallen in 
with since we left Lake Torrens ; and am almost satisfied in my 
own mind that Burke and party either reached the north coast, or 
at all events went a very long way out, on a bearing of (firstly by 
account of the natives) 311J°, to or passing a salt-lake or water- 
course (perhaps then fresh), where the natives report that the whites 
killed their horse. They call the place Beitirie-ma-lunie ; there is 
also another lake, salt now (perhaps then fresh), called Baram- 
berrany. 

Oct. 28.— At 2-45 p.m. started Mr. Hodgkinson,* Bell, Wylde, 
and Jack (native). Weather sultry, sky overcast. Between 9 
and 10 P.M. a heavy gale of wind from west, with a good deal of 
thunder and lightning, which blew our encampment quickly to the 
ground, after which we had a few squally showers from same quar- 
ter, but nothing of any consequence ; towards morning the wind 
quite lulled. 

Oct. 2d to November 30. Wantula Depot, — Sowed some melon 
(pie), pumpkins, orange-pips, apricot, peach, and plum stones. 
About 2 miles from here found dung of horses or mules, of some 
considerable age, and on my return to the camp one of the men, a 
short distance from the camp, picked up part of a hobble-strap, 
with black buckle much worn, and had been patched, or rather 
sown, by some one as a makeshift ; the leather was perfectly rotten. 
No traces on any of the trees round here of any one having been 
encamped. The flies all along have been a thorough plague ; for- 
tunately, and strange to say, we have had no mosquitoes, but thou- 
sands of small gnats take their place and find their way into 
everything. 

Nov. 8. — No rain during the night, but it w T as very mild and 
close; wind south-east, with a few clouds, but with very little 
appearance of rain. Anxious to find water about a day's stage 
eastward of depot, I started out for that purpose east, and at a mile 
distant entered a well-grassed flooded flat for about 2 miles, and 
at about 1^ mile further arrived at sandhill. About 2 miles s.s.E. 
is the grassy bed of a fine lake, now dry. Not seeing anything in 
the appearance of the country to indicate the presence of water on 
this course, I started e.n.e. over sandhills, and at 2 miles came to 
very cracked flooded flats, and continued on them for 4J miles, 
and at 1J mile further came to a long salty swamp running nearly 
north and south, a desolate spot ; then a sand rise, and another of 
the same. Changed course to due east over sandhills ; at 7 miles 
long flooded grassed flat, north to south ; then sandhill ; at 8 miles 
came to an immense flooded flat, north to south, with great width 

* This party did not rejoin till the 29th Nov., the native, Jack, having mean- 
while deserted. 
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at its northern end. At 2£ miles* further came to top of very high 
sandhill, and close under, east, an immense dry salt-lake or very 
large flat. From this there is the appearance of a large lake 
northward ; it may be mirage, but I have observed it further back 
on the day's stage, and from top of the highest hills it looks more 
like water than mirage. In making for it, I passed for the first 
3 miles over sand-ridges, then over cracked flooded flats (grass- 
less) for 4 miles, a box or gum creek on my right running north- 
ward and southward. At the end of this distance was satisfied I 
had been deceived, and camped on top of large sandhill at 6*50 p.m. ; 
not a breath of wind, and smoking hot. I chose this for a camp, 
that I may be enabled at daylight to see if there are any waters 
within range of sight. Distance, 31 miles. 

Nov. 9. — At daylight had a splendid view of the country round, 
but not the slightest appearance of water anywhere. At 10 a.m. 
got to camp. 

Nov. 9 to 13. — (Mr. M'Kinlay was unwell.) A great inconve- 
nience among the cattle, owing to flies, &c. 

Nov. 13.— Wind very strong from E., and particularly cold, so 
much so that I can keep my coat on, and not feel inconvenienced by 
it ; whereas, before, one's shirt was sufficient. Wind chopped 
round in the evening to s., pretty strong. 

]Sf m)t 14.— Getting quite well again, but knee quite stiff and 
painful. Very cold during the night, and at daylight quite ready 
for a top-coat. Wind strong from E. ; moderated at noon, and got 
warm. It is quite a pleasure to see how well the bullocks are 
freshening ; some, indeed, fit to kill : they don't seem to suffer so 
much from the flies as the horses or camels. Two of the latter (the 
Melbourne ones) had their backs slightly bruised, and although 
constantly attended to take a very long time to recover. 

Nov. 15.— At daylight thermometer stood at 54°. At five in 
the afternoon it stood at 100°. 

jSfov. 16.— Wind e. at daylight ; thermometer, 63°. At 2 p.m. 
thermometer in sun, 140°. At sunset, quite a calm. 

]Sf 0Vt 17.— Calm at daylight; temperature in open air, 68°; at 
8 a.m. slight breeze from N. ; thermometer in sun, 118° ; at noon, 
160 6 , with wind from N.W., with a number of thunder-looking 
clouds. At sunset, temperature 97° ; still cloudy. 

JSfov. 18.— At daylight, calm ; temperature 73° in open air. At 
10 a.m., temperature 143° in the sun, out of the wind : wind from 
N.. to N.w. At 20 minutes to 11 a.m. temperature 154° ; at noon, 
cool breeze, temperature 146° ; at sunset, light breeze from N.w., 
temperature 102 . 

Nov. 19.— At midnight blew a strong gale from s.e., accom- 
panied by a very little rain. A good deal of lightning and a little 
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thunder from the southward of west, round west, and north of 
west, and apparently raining. 

Nov. 20. — Wind working round from south of east to north 
of east. At 6 a.m. temperature 84°. At 1 p.m. wind fallen, and 
changed to w.n.w ; temperature 98°. 1*30 p.m., wind suddenly 
chopped round by w. to s., from which quarter till dark it blew 
quite a gale, causing the lake to recede about 600 yards further 
north. 

Nov, 21. — Quite a calm. The water in the lake has returned 
to its old bed. From a long conversation I had with a native 
yesterday, who came to the camp, I am led to believe that only 
one of the whites was murdered at Lake Cadhibaerri, at the 
time of the attack upon them by the natives there. On the return 
of the party from the N.W., they repulsed the natives, killing some 
and wounding others : the party buried their comrade, and 
marched southward. The natives, on seeing that the whites had 
proceeded onwards, immediately returned to the scene of the dis- 
aster, dug up the body, cut off all the principal muscular parts, 
and feasted upon their revolting repast. So minutely does this 
native know all their movements that he has described to me all 
the waters they passed, and others at which they camped, and 
waters that they remained at for some time, subsisting on a 
sort of vetch-seed that the natives principally use here for food, 
and obtained in large quantities on many of the flooded flats by 
sweeping it into heaps, then winnowing it, then grinding or pound- 
ing it between two stones ; then mixing it with water into the con- 
sistency of damper ; and, finally, making a cake, and putting it 
into the ashes, the same way as damper : when cooked and fit for 
use, it tastes rather strong ; but no doubt they could live upon 
it for a long time, as it must be wholesome. That, with the 
game and fish they could get from the waters of the creeks and 
lakes, would keep them alive very well, if they did not further 
attempt to make their way to the Darling (which the native says 
they did) ; but I hope soon to see, and trust they have not at- 
tempted to do so. One thing I cannot arrive at is, how long, or 
how many moons it is since they were attacked at Lake Cad- 
hibaerri, as I then could form a much more accurate idea of the 
truthfulness, or otherwise, of the native's statements ; but it must 
be some considerable time, as the body I found was perfectly 
decomposed; and on the skull even there was not a particle of 
skin, but as bare as if it had lain in a grave for years. 

Nov. 22 to 26. — Still in camp ; nothing noteworthy. 

Nov. 27. — Calm at sunrise, temperature 60° ; at 9 a.m. 116° in 
the sun ; at one p.m. 118°. Got the horses in the forenoon, and 
went east 3^ miles ; first f of a mile over sandhills, rest of the way 
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over flooded ground to Go-de-rannie Creek ; not much water now ; 
then to Pal-coor-a-gannie. At present this is the dry bed of a 
small lake with plenty of dry clover and grasses in the dry bed. 
On the north-east side of the lake is a well, dug by the natives, 
about 10 to 11 feet deep, with about one foot of water at present 
in it, and good. I suppose a considerable quantity could be had, 
if the hole were enlarged. Close by there was an encampment of 
blacks, in all about a dozen, not the same apparently well-fed 
fellows that frequent the lakes and main creeks. From inquiry 
it appears that during the dry season this is the sort of w r ater they 
have to depend upon ; and I think the wells are few and far be- 
tween. A high sandhill was some little distance off, and to it I 
went, from the top of which I had an extensive view. Could see 
nothing northward and westward but a jumble of lower sandhills, 
looking very dreary, without even a creek with its timber to break 
the monotony of the view. From the top of the hill there was 
water at a distance of 1J to If mile. Go-de-rannie Creek is 
deep, with abundance of fish of various sorts, and drains all the 
creeks that fill our depot lake, and the creek to the w. of the lake 
over the sandhills. Started the black fellows and whites to dig a 
well close by the depot before I went away this morning. At 8 feet 
8 inches struck water (good). Distance, 16 miles (from depot). 

Nov. 28. — Finished the well, which is now 9 feet 6 in. deep, 
3|- feet wide, and 5 feet long. For the first 4 feet it was a mix- 
ture of light -coloured clay and fine sand ; next 3J feet was a 
mixture of gypsum and blue clay ; next to bottom a little clay 
mixed with chiefly fine sand ; then the water seemed to come in 
from all quarters. 

Nov. 29. — At 9-30 a.m., Mr. H. and party arrived safe. By 
him I received Adelaide papers, in which were Melbourne tele- 
grams, one of which announced the rescue by Mr. Howitt of one 
of Burke's party, King, so that I have been deceived as to appear- 
ances at Lake Cadhibaerri, respecting the different colours of hair 
found. By receipt of such intelligence, and that now the w r hole of 
the unfortunate party are accounted for, it renders my journey to 
Cooper's Creek, as I intended, useless for any purpose of relief. 
I am .quite surprised that they could not get south by Strzelecki's 
Creek, being under the impression that two-thirds of the water of 
Cooper's Creek was drained off by that watercourse southward. My 
impression from observation here is, that a very great portion of 
the waters of Cooper's Creek is drained northwards from this. 
Before leaving this, it is my intention to push eastward some dis- 
tance to ascertain the character of the country, and on my return 
to push westward for some distance to ascertain if the stony desert 
exists so far southward as this. I shall then proceed northward, 
and examine the waters reported by the natives to exist in that 
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quarter, and ascertain if they are likely to be of permanent use to 
South Australia. I am now satisfied that water can be had by 
digging. At 5 p.m., depth of water in the well 15J inches ; the 
water very hard and clear, quite the opposite of the lake, which is 
very soft, and rather milky in colour. Highest temperature dur- 
ing day, 120°. 

December 2. — Start out eastward with party to examine the 
country, with sufficient food for 1 J week. My object in going out 
now is, first, to ascertain if there is a likelihood of a flood down 
Cooper's Creek this season, after all the rain that has fallen along 
the eastern side of the continent some months back, and which I 
thought possibly might have fallen as well on and to w, of coast 
range, so as to secure to us an open retreat in the event of our 
being able to make some considerable advance northward, and 
being detained some time ; and, secondly, if any one was yet sta- 
tioned on Cooper's Creek, to intimate to them my intentions of 
proceeding northward for some distance, and the almost certainty 
of crossing any track that either of the search-parties from the 
northern coast could possibly make en route to Cooper's Creek, or 
even Eyre's Creek. Passed through nothing but sandhill and 
flooded flat country till we arrived at Tac Wilten Creek, contain- 
ing little water, but drinkable. This is a long, narrow strip of 
water, not deep, and drying up fast. Crossed creek again, and 
went to Aunrinnie. The water here, although enough, is quite 
unfit for use, the horses and camels refusing it ; but there is good 
green feed in the flat. Distance about 25 miles. 

Dec. 3. — Started at 8, and in first hour made large lake, dry, 
Cullamun by name, destitute of vegetation, and no margin of trees ; 
passed over sandhills and flooded flat, to a creek very broad, deep, 
and well defined by timber, and trending northward : not much 
water at present ; good here, but unfit for use above and below, 
like that of last night : creek called A-ga-boog-ana. Passed 
through large flooded swamp, Narrogoonnoo Mooku, with no mar- 
ginal trees : southern end a good deal of cane-grass ; then large 
cracked flooded plain, Wandra-brin-nannie, till arrived at a creek 
with no water : crossed and rode up creek on south side to east of 
north to Barka Water, no feed : got down into the bed of the 
creek and rode up about f of a mile to a water called Moollaney, 
pretty good ; no great quantity, and but little feed. A lot of 
stones of a fruit found here, of a very ornamental little tree, from 
6 to 15 feet high, which I have secured. Total distance about 25 
miles. 

Dec. 4. — At or rather before daylight, Middleton, in attending 
to the camels, unfortunately got his foot seriously injured by a 
considerable-sized stick which was stuck in the ground ; its end 
penetrating deeply into the foot as he was returning to the camp, 
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down . the steep bank. I am afraid I will have to go back with 
him ; I have pulled out several ragged pieces of wood from the 
wound; a lot of small tendons protrude. I will try one day up 
the creek, and see if he can stand it. Started, leaving creek on 
right ; crossed small flooded flat to sandhill ; then good low sand- 
hills, firm travelling; passed a water called Appo-more-millia, 
about 1 \ mile to our right in the creek. Crossed creek in the 
centre of a cracked flooded flat, bearing to the north by west; 
passed over sandhills and a heavy flooded cracked and timbered 
flat, in which is a creek bearing north-east, with sandy hillocks and 
native wurlies. Bore south to creek Goonnooboorroo, with little 
water. Distance about 16 miles. 

Dec. 5. —Obliged to camp with Middleton. On a large gum- 
tree marked "MK (conjoined), Dec. 4, 5,1861." One large 
creek comes in here from the south ; and immediately below this, 
about 100 yards, another from same quarter. Bronze wing and 
crested pigeons here ; also, some beautiful parrots, black ducks, 
teal, whistlers, painted widgeons, and wood-duck in small number ; 
also parroquets and quail. Some dry grass here on top of banks 
up to my waist ; further out there are some good tussocky grasses, 
and there has been plenty oats. Secured seeds from the bean-tree, 
and the stones of the fruit before alluded to. Fish in water here, 
although there is only a small quantity and drying up fast. In 
looking for the horses in the morning up the main creek, found, 
about three-quarters of a mile from this, where Burke had camped 
in the bed, and had dug for water. From the appearance of their 
camp, and quantity of camel-dung, he slept more than one night, 
here. I think when they camped there, there was water both 
below and above ; it is now quite dry, however. A small quantity 
of sewing-twine was found at this camp. 

Dec. 6. — Middleton's foot a little easier ; thought of returning, 
as he is quite unfit for work, but have made up my mind now to 
go on and ascertain the facts I went out to obtain. I therefore 
started for the upper waters of the creek, keeping on the south 
bank ; crossed several creeks until noon, when we found in the 
camp, a little above Pardulli, a gum-tree marked—" W. I. Wills, 
N.N.W., xlv. yds., A. H." Turned out our horses here for some 
time ; between the last crossing of the creek and this, I got a view 
of a couple of red sandbluffs, and distant sandhills or hills of some 
kind to north-west. Started from Wills's grave and crossed creek ; 
struck the creek again, with plenty of water to Howitt's camp, 
32 ; thence on to Burke's grave, striking dry creek, and following 
it to Yarrowanda; arrived there at 7*10 p.m. (Distance not 
given?) 

Dec. 7. — Started at 7*7 A.M., and came to Burke's grave — about 
2 miles on the south bank of creek. On the north-east side of a 
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box- tree, at upper end of water-hole, native name Yae-ni-mem-gi, 
found marked on tree— " R. O'H. B., 21-9-61, A.H." Deposited 
a document, in case of the return of any party. Saw a cobby 
horse on arrival here last night; tried to catch him. Saw the 
tracks of cattle up the creek, short distance from him ; they had 
gone further up the creek to a water, Culimuno. 

Dec. 8. — Started back for camp ; passed large numbers of 
natives ; made for heavy creek that joins another at Strzelecki's 
Creek, and camped at a water called Tac-durrie, a small water 
about 2 miles from Goonaboorroo in the main creek. {Distance 
travelled to 'day about 27| milesi) 

[Copy of Document left at Cooper s Creek, dated 7th Dec. 1861.] 

To the Leader of the party sent out for the remains of the lost 
Burke and Wills, but more especially to the Officer in charge 
of the Depot likely to be formed on this creek — 

Sir, — I beg to state that I have had communication with 
Adelaide, and have received papers from there intimating the 
relief of King, the only survivor of the Melbourne Gulf of Car- 
pentaria party, and an announcement that the Melbourne Govern- 
ment were likely to have the remains of the late gentlemen removed 
from this creek to Melbourne, to receive a public burial and 
monument to their memory ; and at the same time stating their 
intention of establishing a depot somewhere on this creek to await 
the arrival of one or other of the parties (in search of the late 
Burke and Wills) from liockhampton, or the Albert, on the Gulf 
of Carpentaria. I beg to state I am with my party stationed on a 
lake about 85 miles westerly of this ; and immediately on my 
return there I start northward, and for the first part of my journey 
a little to east of north, and will, at every suitable camp on my 
route, bury documents conveying the intelligence meant to be 
conveyed to either of the parties, by the depot party likely to be 
formed here, of the fate of the late party ; by which means they 
will be put in possession of the facts, and can return to the Albert, 
or go on through to Adelaide. There is, at present, and will be 
for some time to come, easy access to Adelaide by my route, which 
the wheel-tracks of my cart have clearly defined. By this means 
of intimation to the parties in question, it will relieve the party 
about to be stationed here from the necessity of passing a summer 
in this hot region. My course will intersect any course either of 
the parties out from the northward can make between Eyre's Creek 
and the late Burke's depot on this creek. 

I beg to remain, &c, 

John McKinlay, 
Leader of the S. A. B. R. Expedition. 
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Dec. 9. — Followed creek down and passed Goonaboorroo water- 
hole ; passed flooded cracked flats and sandhills to Molanny Creek. 
Distance travelled to-day, 17 miles. 

Dec. 10. — Crossed creek, over sandhills, then through bed of 
large dry lake or swamp ; name of swamp, Wando Binannie ; a 
good deal cracked, and bad travelling. From thence through low 
sandhills, flooded box-flats, steep sandhills ; crossed Narro Dhaerrie 
swamp ; crossed creek at east end of main water, drying up fast. 
Crossed creek twice, and camped on south side of lower end of Tae 
Welter. {Distance not given.) 

Dec. 11. — Crossed creek and flat: over sandhills and flooded 
flat, with large salt-bush and polygonum ; timber to the right, and 
some samphire-bushes ; crossed my old single track, with alternate 
sandhills and cracked flooded flats, and arrived at our depot camp 
on Lake Buchanan. Distance, about 19 miles. 

Dec. 12. — Remain in camp ; temperature at sunrise, 68° ; wind 
east; 11*30 a.m., temperature 165° in the sun out of the wind ; 
very hot indeed, and wind north-east ; dead calm at 6 p.m. ; tem- 
perature, 100° ; sun overcast ; temperature at sunset, thermometer 
exposed to sun and wind, 90°. 

Dec. 13. — Dead calm at sunrise ; temperature, 64° ; at 7 a.m., 
wind north-east, temperature 102° ; at 9*15, wind north, tempe- 
rature 150° in the sun and out of the wind ; at 10*30, temperature 
158°; at noon, wind west; temperature, 138°; sunset, tempe- 
rature, 95°. 

Dec. 14. — Started over sandhills and timbered flat, and creek 
running north, about 200 yards wide ; passed end of very stunted 
box- tree flat running parallel to our course, and camped on creek 
with little water. {Distance not given.) 

Dec. 15.— Passed through long dry grass with scrubby box ; 
then flooded box-flats to Pal-coor-a-gannie, and reached depot at 
6*5 p.m. It blew quite a gale of wind during the day from S.S.W., 
with dust and a few drops of rain. 

Dec. 16. — Wind east (strong) ; temperature at 7 a.m., 65\ 

Dec. 17. — Deposited memos, to Chief Commissioner of Crown 
Lands, and finders of deposits, under a tree here marked " MK (con- 
joined) from Oct. 20 to Dec. 17, 1861. Dig. f ." Started and 
crossed north end of swamp ; then small sandhills ; then creek or 
watercourse, cutting a course at right angles; passed south end 
of considerable sized flooded flat, connected by last-named water- 
course. Pole of cart just broken. Left cart and proceeded with 
some of party to Goonyanie Creek. Great difficulty in getting a 
suitable stick for the pole ; sent back to our late camp, on Coody- 
gody-annie, to get a pole there, but none to be got. Hunted 
Goonyanie Creek up and down myself with but indifferent result, 
but must cut one such as is to be found and make shift with it, till 
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a better can be procured. A great number of natives here ; 
the creek northward ceases J mile from this, and loses itself 
on a polygonum-plain — no doubt, forms again. South of this it 
continues for aoout 1J to 2 miles, and is lost on flooded flat. 
There appears to be a great quantity of fish here, some very fine 
ones being caught this afternoon, one of which must have weighed 
from 4 to 5 lbs. (a perch). Although the water here is very much 
reduced since I came here about the middle of October, the water 
in two holes is yet pretty deep ; no great quantity of grass here. 

Dec. 18. — Unable to proceed. 

Dec. 19.— Still detained. 

Dec, 20. — Marked a tree, on north bank, " MK (conjoined), 
Dec. 17, 18, 19, 1861." Sky completely overcast. Started, and 
passed through flats, till we came to a creek, where we stopped for 
a short time ; crossed creek to the margin of a lake bed, contain- 
ing some water. Went north some distance to get round the lake 
to where the creek is dry. This creek fills this lake — Goonai- 
drangannie. Camped on north-east end. There are a great 
number of natives here ; the water appears very deep. Mr. H. 
swam out about 300 yards with a plumb-line, and found the depth 
10J feet ; but further south and east it is much deeper. This 
lake must be at times a great rendezvous for natives, in extreme 
drought One of our best working bullocks, before he came 10 
miles, was killed by the heat. He will be a serious loss to us out 
in such a country, where we require a spare bullock to spell another 
occasionally. A good deal of thunder and great indications for 
rain, but blows off with only a few drops ; quite a hot wind from 
north, and altogether has been a very disagreeable day. 

Dec. 21. — Came through some splendid feed to another lake, 
containing but very little water, and that quite bitter. Start for 
Moolionboorrana at 3 p.m., and arrived there at 5*53 p.m. Dis- 
tance about 12J miles ; first half distance was flooded flats, and 
sand-ridges. On our way to Thoorabiengannie, at 4i miles, made 
the bed of a dry lake, Tiedhenpa, with splendid feed and park- 
like appearance, of considerable extent. The remaining part of 
the distance was alternate low sandy hills and flooded narrow flats. 
Distance, about 11 miles. Exceedingly scant of timber. Innu- 
merable pelicans and numbers of ducks, gulls, waders, cormorants, 
fish, and pigeons, and abundance of green grass ; but no shade or 
protection from the extreme heat of the sun. Rain has fallen here 
some short time since, small quantities being still in the claypans ; 
and from the cloudy appearance of the sky, with thunder, to the 
north, I fancy it has fallen heavily in that quarter. 

Dec. 22. — Unfortunately the thermometer got broken yesterday, 
which will prevent in future our ascertaining the temperature of 
the interior, which is much to be regretted, as no doubt it would 
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interest many. This lake is circular, and almost without timber ; 
but is a fine sheet of water, and will stand the weather well. There 
is a great deal of soda in it. It is about 2 \ to 3 miles long from 
north to south, and about 2 miles from east to west ; the creek 
that supplies it (filling it from north-west end) comes from north. 

Dec, 23. — I started with native at the same time, and reached 
the creek Gadhung-oonie, with a considerable quantity of water, 
and fully half a mile in length ; but so thoroughly bitter and salty 
that it was quite unfit for man or beast. Came over some seven 
and a half miles of country to Watthie-gurtie, which is also salt 
and bitter, and started then for Caun-boog-o-nannie. Passed in 
my way two salt-lakes to the south with salt water in them, respec- 
tively named Ano-dhampa and Thoor-pa-linnie ; passed also to 
north a recently dried-up lake, named Gnooloo-macannie, w r ell 
timbered round its shores, with abundance of grass all over it- 
Arrived at a lake (Caun-boog-o-nannie), where there are splendid 
water and feed. This lake also is nearly circular, and about 2J to 
3 miles in diameter. The cart could not get further than the last 
bitter water we passed to-day. Immediately south of that is the 
dry bed of Lake Uil-go-barrannie, and immediately on the north- 
west side of that lake is the dry bed of Lake Caun-marrie-go- 
teinnie. This little creek, flowing nearly south, fills Abbe-ring- 
annie lake, now nearly dry, and lakes Ano-dhampa and Thoor-pa- 
linnie — both at present filled with water, but unfit for use ; plenty 
of good feed round all. 

Dec, 24th. — At daylight, sent Mr. Hodgkinson to the cart with 
a pack-horse and two canteens of water, and to point a more firm 
place for the cart to cross " Watthie-gurtie " Creek than where we 
crossed the camels and horses, it being very boggy. A vast num- 
ber of natives here, and, upon the whole, about the finest race I 
have seen in the Colonies, and at present apparently friendly. 
Any quantity of fish, and hundreds of pelicans. This country is fit 
for any description of stock, and, with anything like a moderate 
supply of rain, would be most excellent country ; even as it is, it is 
not equalled to the southward as far as Kanyaka, Mr. Phillips's 
station, near Mount Brown. 

Dec 25. — Christmas Day ; wind variable, principally from the 
south, but warm. Natives were prowling in numbers about our 
camp late last night. I sent up a rocket that exploded well, and 
had the desired effect, causing a general rush of the whole of the 
sable gentry towards their camp, which latter, in their fear, did 
not check their mad career until they found there was no pursuit ; 
but to-day they again came up to our camp quite unconcerned, as 
if nothing had happened — better it should be so, as no doubt I 
shall find them of great use in pointing out the principal waters 
within their knowledge. Spelling, to recruit everybody and every- 



32 McKinlay's Journey from 

thing, and hope to make a good start to-morrow morning. Had 
an excellent dinner of roast mutton and plum-pudding, and did not 
envy any one in Adelaide. 

Dec. 26. — My course is right through north end of lake, bearing 
89°, for Lake Dhalinnie. At 2J miles came to creek that falls 
into this one we are now encamped on ; went up it half a mile 
north-east to cross it ; sent the cart round by the creek, to be on 
level ground, whilst I went direct to Dhalinnie. At 4J miles, 
clear the lake, and at 3J- miles further, arrive at the Lake Dha- 
linnie — a treeless lake, fully a mile from north to south, and a 
little better than half a mile from east to west. Appam Barra, 
from this, bears 4°, Cann-boog-o-nanni Camp, 269°. Got east to 
Appam Barra Creek, well filled with water, going n.n.w. from 
n.n.e., then round to s.s.E. and south, in the distance filling a few 
lakes in its course on coming from the first quarter. Went on the 
n.n.e. course li mile ; camped immediately beyond where a 
branch leaves the main creek, going southward — a good sized 
creek, about at its junction 70 yards wide, and 15 feet deep ; main 
creek about 100 yards wide, and 20 to 25 feet deep ; lots of mus- 
sels, crayfish, and fish of all sorts. No great abundance of feed 
here, nor is the country so good as has been passed, having a very 
desert and sterile appearance, with a jumble of sandhills, flooded 
land, and a considerable quantity of samphire-bushes, large salt- 
bush, polygonum, and other shrubs. The natives (a fine body of 
men), whether from curiosity or otherwise, were with much diffi- 
culty kept away from the camp at night. [Distance not given.) 

Dec* 2 7. — Half of the horses broke and lost their hobbles ; and 
the loss of chains is serious, as they cannot be replaced here. De- 
tained all day. 

Dec. 28. — Not a breath of wind at daylight. A large flight of 
gulas just passing. Gulls, pigeons, and ducks of all sorts abound. 
It was my intention to have taken the cart round to examine the 
lakes and creeks east and south of my present position, but, as the 
sandhills are rather large and steep, 1 will do it with the camels 
and horses, and merely to-day take the cart to a better place for 
camping during the time I am engaged at this work. Marked 
tree at camp, " MK (conjoined), 2Q, 27-12-61." Start at 7-30, 
and went round northward 1 mile, and crossed creek at 4 miles ; 
get to a pretty little lake, " Watti-widulo." Abundance of good 
feed and water ; natives round the lake ; but on going about half- 
mile to top of a small sandhill, I then had opened to my view an 
extensive basin of water, forming part of the lake, continuing far 
off to south-west by south. A splendid sheet of water, which I have 
named Lake Hodgkinson, after my second in command. Course 
to-day n.n.w. (nearly). The country travelled over to-day, though 
a short distance, was very good — plenty of grass on the sandhills 
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of a good sort. Although that veteran explorer Sturt must have 
passed not far from this in his last attempt to gain the centre of 
the continent, he reported to have only fallen in with, or had rea- 
son to believe there were, but few natives. How the large body of 
people that is scattered all over this part could have escaped him, 
I cannot account for. Go where you will, you will find them in 
groups of fifties and hundreds, and often many more, and generally 
a jolly lot of fellows, and all in capital condition. As has been 
noticed by former explorers, the females amongst the children are 
much greater in number than the males, but neither very nume- 
rous. Amongst the adults (both sexes) they knock out the four 
front teeth of the upper jaw ; but there are others, both male and 
female, that are quite perfect, more here than noticed anywhere else 
on the journey. Killed a sheep on arrival here to-day to jerk for 
our coming journey to the east ; but was so fat, that the small flock 
had to be examined for a poorer one for that purpose. That does 
not speak badly for the part of the country we are now in. (Distance 
not given.} 

Dec. 29. — Camp at Watti-widulo, or Lake Hodgkinson. Just 
where we are encamped by it, it does not appear to be deep, but to 
the south and west I fancy there is a good deal of water. 

Dec. 30. — Started east, with a week's provisions. At 4 J miles 
got to Appam-barra, near old camp at the dray-crossing ; thence to 
about 1 mile west of dry lake Toondow-low-annie ; centre bearing 
of lake, north and south, 3 miles, by a width, east and west, of 1 J 
mile ; well grassed. At 10J miles passed south end of lake, and 
travelled on flooded ground on west side of Cariderro Creek, in 
which there is water, to where we cut the Cariderro Creek, about 
16 miles, at a place in the creek where a large creek branches off 
east, and fills a large lake, now dry ; abundance of feed. To lake 
called Mar-cour-gannie, and found water in creek — a short distance 
south, from which quarter it appears to come — it is a splendid gum- 
creek, from 80 to 100 yards wide, and 15 to 20 feet deep, and 
flows a northward course. Thence went 1\ mile to Appa-dar- 
annie, now a dry lake, with abundance of good feed in its bed ; 
then went south by east 8 miles, along the Cariderro Creek. It is 
well lined with fine gum-trees, and, as far as we went, I may say, 
was one continuous sheet of water, and with not less than from 200 
to 300 natives. I have named it Browne Creek. Many of the 
natives have apparently quite white hair and beards ; they were 
particularly anxious that we should encamp with them ; they were 
the first tribe that we fell in with so fully armed, every man with a 
shield and a lot of boomerangs, and some with spears. I thought 
it better not to camp there, as there was a good deal of sneaking, 
and concealing themselves from bush to bush, which might have 
brought about a disturbance, which I did not desire. Took some 
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water in air-bags, and started out from the creek, 1J mile ; then 
to Appacal-ra-dillie Lake, 7 miles fully. Crossed, and camped on 
east corner of dry lake Mar-cour-gannie, and on the margin of the 
dry lake Merra-daboo-daboo ; the bulk of this last lake bearing 
north from this, and splendidly grassed. Distance traversed, 33 J 
miles. 

Dec. 31. — To Appacal-ra-dillie Lake, through side of Lake 
Merra-daboo-daboo; passed several flooded flats proceeding east 
from last-named dry lake — the first of which was an extensive one, 
passing on our course from left round to the right, and apparently 
round to south as far as visible, then over alternate and indifferent 
flats and large sandhills — a considerable deal of flooded land to 
the westward. At 15 miles arrived on top of a very prominent 
sandhill, which I have named Mount MacDonnell, from which hill 
opened out to our view two beautiful lakes, which in honour of the 
present' Governor of South Australia I have named respectively 
Lake Blanche and Lake Sir Richard, separated by a small sandy 
rise, through which passes a small channel that connects them, and 
which I have named New Year's Straits. Distance, 15 miles. 

January 1, 1862. — Started at 6*45 round the first lake, Blanche 
(Lady MacDonnell), to where the creek passes through a low sand- 
hill and connects it with the other lake, Sir Richard. The first- 
named of these lakes is, where it was tried, between 5 and 6 feet 
deep, and 7f miles in circumference, nearly circular, bare of tim- 
ber, and tens of thousands of pelicans on it, one solitary swan, with 
innumerable other birds, gulls and ducks of various kinds (one new 
and one dark-brown large-winged), cormorants, avocats, white 
spoonbills, crows, kites, pigeons and magpies of various kinds, and 
plenty of fish. The other lake immediately adjoins, and its south- 
east end is more to the eastward than Lake Blanche ; it is nearly 
circular, and is 6| miles in circumference, but when casually tried 
was not quite 5 feet deep ; pelicans, birds of kinds, fish, &c, as 
the other. Between 40 and 50 men (natives) came to meet us as 
we were passing round the lakes at the creek, which they had all 
to swim, and from the appearance of the camp, some short distance 
off, there could not have been less than about 150, all apparently 
friendly. Started from north-west end of Lake Sir Richard, and 
went along the course of the creek that fills these lakes on a bear- 
ing of is T . 55° w. ; then s.s.w. J a mile, to a fine basin of water in 
the valley of the creek, -£ of a mile wide, and more than that in 
length, and opening again and contracting alternately up to Lake 
Blanche, which, in honour of the veteran explorer, I have named 
Sturt's Ponds ; abundance of fish and fowls. From this point, 
course n. 52° w. up the creek for 4 miles ; at 2 miles a creek went 
off to the right through a flooded flat, thence on a course varying 
from w. 36° s. tow. 21° s., principally through what was recently 
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a large lake, now a splendidly-grassed plain of vast extent, and at 
the latter part a few small sandhills. Distance to-day, 36 miles. 

Jan. 2. At camp. — It is quite a treat to sit on the banks of this 
fine sheet of water and look at the innumerable waterfowl on its 
surface chasing their prey. 

Jan. 3. — Started to examine some lakes and creeks to west and 
south of this position. On my return moved camp to a better 
place on this lake, north, on the opposite side, where there is better 
shade, and the glare of the sun less injurious. Started to examine 
lakes reported to be south and west. At 6 miles, arrived on oppo- 
site side of where we camped for the last few days, and estimate 
its circumference at 15 to 16 miles, its greatest breadth 2 miles, its 
east about 600 yards. A large creek fills it from s.E., about 2\ to 
3 miles w.s.w. from our New Year Camp — a deep swimmable creek, 
well timbered, plenty of fish and fowls — then went southward to 
Lake Watty-garoony, a fine deep lake, quite 9 miles in circum- 
ference ; scant of timber ; abundance of feed. About 8 miles. 

Jan. 4. Camp, Lake Hodgkinson. — Shoeing horses, &c. 

Jan. 5. — Went out north to see what the country was like. On 
bearing N. 10° w., over sandhills, arrived at and found lake dry ; 
4 J miles of stones around it, same as in stony desert ; went through 
the middle of it, as it sweeps round from N.E. to s.w. ; passed 
through it where it was 2 miles broad; it is fed from Lake 
Goonalcarae (now dry) ; the lake passed through has not had a 
supply of water for years apparently ; dead mussels and crayfish in 
its bed. Changed course for large sandhill in the distance, the 
country to the north rather low. At 2J miles on this course came 
upon a succession of flooded basins, some of great extent, and 
slightly lined with stunted box, some as high up the sides of the 
sandhills as 45 to 50 feet, but neither water nor vegetation ; which 
formation continued till I went 9 miles on this last course, and, 
from the top of the hill, could distinctly see the beds of innu- 
merable others of the same kind. On bearing of s. 7° w., at 
5J miles on our return, came to the watercourse that supplies the 
dry lake Marroboothana from Goonalcarae, which I have named 
the Ellar, and the creek that fills it, in which there is at present 
water, Ellar's Creek. Distance traversed, 20J miles (out). 

Jan. 6. — Started at 6*30 for Lakes Blanche and Sir Richard, 
for the purpose of following the creek I observed when there the 
other day, and which the natives inform me goes northward, then 
westward and southward, through the stony desert. Arrived about 
3 30 by rather a circuitous route to the northwards of our proper 
course, but was guided that way to avoid many heavy sandhills. 
Distance, between 22 and 23 miles. 

Jan. 7. — At Lake Blanche ; went out north to examine the 
creek alluded to, but found that it only formed a lar^e valley, and, 
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at some distance on, a dry lake, Millie Millie, to the eastward of 
Lake Sir Richard over some high sandhills. Have made up my 
mind to stay here a short time, and endeavour, with the camels, to 
ascertain the description of country first to the east, and probably 
also to the north. From the appearance of the country about here 
I do not expect any water at least for some distance ; the land low 
hills between the two lakes, and running northward for some 5 or 
6 miles, have just the appearance of dirty drift snow-heaps with 
heath-bushes protruding ; whereas those round to north-east, east, 
south, and south-east, are a glaring red, with coarse grass and 
shrubs, 

Jan. 8. — Moved camp about § of a mile. 

Jan. 9. — Camp, Lake Blanche, between the two lakes, where 
one would imagine the breeze from such a body of water would 
render the air cool, but the heat is almost intolerable. 

Jan. 10. Camp, Lake Blanche. — One would suppose that after 
so much thunder and lightning the air would be more pure and 
cool, but nothing of the kind was apparent, nothing but intense 
heat, prostrating all the animals. Wind light, easterly. 

Jan. 11. — Wind chopping all round the compass ; intense heat ; 
fleecy clouds. 

Jan. 12. — Cloudy during the day. Wind from all quarters, 
heat intense, and sultry towards evening, threatened much for 
rain ; wind from east to north-east, accompanied with thunder and 
lightning. 

Jan. 13. — Wind from all quarters, but rather more cool. 

Jan. 14. — Eastward to-day, over undulations, sandhills, clay- 
pans, and flats, for 19 miles, till we reached a very prominent high 
hill, which I have called Mount Wylde. A considerable range is 
visible to east, and south of east. Went on for 7 miles further 
over sand-ridges, covered with spinifex, successive box-covered 
flooded flats, formed by heavy rains, through which were innu- 
merable small creeks, no doubt, in heavy rains, forming source or 
tributaries to Cooper's Creek. East, in the far distance, I can 
trace the continuance of the range. Distance travelled to-day, about 
26 miles. 

January 15. — Followed over hard sand undulations, well- 
grassed, with some little spinifex intermixed, with a creek on our 
left, and crossed it at 8 miles, going south-east — gum and box on 
creek, and a sandy bed. We then passed over some good grassed 
country, with stony flats, and latterly a stony sandhill, the ascent 
difficult for the camels on account of the sharp stones for 10 miles. 
Low hills about 6 or 7 miles ahead, running north and south ; 
nothing very marked about them. Distance 18 miles. 

January 16. — Started for Mount Wylde. The greater portion 
of last night's and to-day's journey was over spinifex country. 
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Passed, immediately after starting, a couple of creeks, drainage to 
the north — whether they continued that course, and gradually 
swerved to the east and joined a larger one under the main range 
to east and so passed on to the southward to Cooper's Creek, or 
formed rainwater lakes (vast numbers of them here, and well 
timbered, and often visited by natives), I cannot pretend to say. 
Found some of the party laid up with dysentery. Have made up 
my mind to leave this, after 1 day's spell for the camels, and go 
back to different water, as this must contain some medicinal pro- 
perties that I am ignorant of, as it affects all of us more or less. 

Jan. 1 7. — Excessively hot and sultry to-day, and very cloudy. 

Jan. 18. — Started this morning for Goonalcarrae Creek, or 
Ellar's Creek, where there is abundance of fine feed, water, and 
protection from the excessive heat. Passed, on our right, the 
recently-dried bed of a very nice lake, and so deceptive was it 
from its appearance some distance off that even the natives insisted 
that there was still water in it, but there was not any. The lake 
I have called Deception — it retains water for a very long time. 
I pushed on through the flooded and well-grassed bed of Goonal- 
carrae, or Ellar's Swamp. First went on a westerly course, then 
on a southerly, to the creek, but did not admire the water, which 
was neither abundant nor sweet, although there were innumerable 
birds and some natives there. Went on to Lake Hodgkinson, and 
was astonished to find it so much dried up in only 12 days, that 
being the time since we left it, and the water now quite bitter ; 
then went on to Hayward's Creek, that fills Lake Hodgkinson, and 
there found abundance of everything that we required — feed, 
water, wood, and shelter from the broiling sun. The dray did not 
get this length, but camped on east end of lake, obtaining water 
for their use, by digging, at 4 feet from the surface, good and 
clear. I shall remain here till there is a change in the weather. 

Jan. 19 to 21. — At Hayward's Creek Camp. 

Jan. 22. — At daylight a Scotch mist from south; by 7 a.m. 
it came on a steady rain and lasted till 8*15 a.m., when it cleared 
off, still appearing to rain to north-east and west of this. Went 
round the lake to see what quantity of water was likely to be in 
the claypans where it fell the heaviest yesterday ; there is not so 
much as I expected, but still I will start out north to-morrow to 
ascertain the nature of the country, and see if there be any water- 
course in that direction that may hereafter be of use to parties 
wishing to pass to the north coast ; but from what I saw to the 
east, and the country between that and this, I have very little hope 
of anything of the kind, but believe there is a creek to the west- 
ward of this that either comes from or goes to a latitude beyond 
and east of Sturt's furthest. 

Jan. 23. — Started late ; got to the top of a sandhill on north 
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side of Lake Hodgkinson, about 6 miles from camp ; passed (dry) 
Lake Marra-boothana ; then through flats and basins, a large one 
cutting our course. Changed course, and came to dry creek, 
called Pantyh-wurladgie ; then over stony desert for a large sand- 
hill ; a little water back about 2 miles, from whence we shall have 
to send for it amongst the stones. To the north-east and south 
all stones, but sandhills bound the two latter quarters ; beyond the 
termination of large sandhill there is nothing visible. To the west 
is a succession of sandhills running north and south, and terminating 
in desert and stony plains. Total distance travelled, about 33 
miles. 

Jan, 24. — The water-supply for to-day is about 2 miles off in the 
desert ; our journey being over a succession of very high sandhills 
and stony flooded flats ; skirting, for the first three-quarters of an 
hour, the desert to this spot, with a large red-topped sandhill on 
our right which terminates close by ; have not seen a drop of water 
during the day, and camp without it. A heavy timbered creek 
comes in from south-west into the desert, and appears in the dis- 
tance to have a tributary from east-south-east ; the timber ceases 
as it comes on to the open desert plain, between 4 and 5 miles 
from this. Quite an unbroken horizon to the west of north-west 
for some distance. Distance travelled to-day, 24 miles. 

Jan. 25. — Started back and got to water just in time to give 
the horses about half as much as they could drink, and a little for 
ourselves ; rapid evaporation has taken place since we left yester- 
day, for then there was enough for 100 horses, ntfw there is not 
half enough for 8 ; so must make for one of the permanent waters 
south of this to-morrow. {Distance not given.) 

Jan. 26. — Started for Coonhadie, a rainwater watering-place in 
desert, but found it quite dry ; start for camp, Hayward's Creek, 
and arrived at 1 p.m. The water in the creek is diminishing 
gradually, about three-quarters of an inch per day. Distance, 
about 29J- miles direct from place to place. 

Jan. 21 to February 7.— At camp. Great numbers of natives. 
Lake full of fish ; dug well 15 feet ; last 8 feet through sand, but 
water proved salt, though it lathered with soap and water. 

Feb. 8. — Splendid rain and steady. Thundering all round, with 
every appearance of a considerable quantity of rain, which will, I 
trust, come in such abundance as to enable me to push to the 
north-west across the desert, as up to this time I have been com- 
pletely shut up here for want of a decent shower to enable me to 
do anything, and the provisions gradually getting less, although 
the ration is now as low as I can well make it. I have reduced it 
first from 8 lbs. flour per man per week to 7 lbs., then to 6 lbs., 
then to 4| lbs. ; sugar, reduced from 2 lbs. per man per week to 
1 \ lb. ; and tea from 4 oz. to 3 oz. per man per week with 
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plenty of good mutton ; but we find the supply of flour very 
scanty at the 4J lbs. In the afternoon Mr. Hodgkinson and 
Middleton returned ; they report having seen a considerable quan- 
tity of rainwater about 13 miles this side of Lake Goonaid-ring- 
innie, and plenty of water in that lake and good. Lake Moolion- 
boorana very much reduced. 

Feb. 9. — Still raining, and ground too soft to travel over. 

Feb. 10. — Started for Wattiegoroonita. Passed to top of a 
sandhill that rounds the lake, and over alternate sandhills and 
bare flats for 9J miles, passing at about 6 miles on the last course 
a small salt-lake, called Warma-go-la-dhailie. The ground soft 
and heavy travelling. Camped at a few bushes to boil the tea- 
kettle, there not being a blade of grass ; but a few salt-bushes are 
near, which the animals must do the best with for one night. 
Astonishing the small quantity of water passed for the last 8 or 9 
miles. Distance travelled to-day, 24 miles. 

Feb. 11. — Travelled for 9 miles over desert stony plains and 
got to top of large sandhill, called Canna-cannan-thainya. Some 
distance off another sandhill called Malla-poorpo-nannie, and 
another, not quite so far, called Cookorda. Another long leading 
sand-range in the distance called Goontyaerie, at the northern 
termination of which is at present a dry creek known by the above 
name. There is a native well there, and another a little further 
west. During the afternoon several nice showers. Distance, 9 
miles. 

Feb. 12. — Plenty of water lying all over the desert. At 6| 
miles distant got to Malla-poorpo-nannie sand-range, the southern 
end of which is called Cookorda. To the northern end of Coon- 
tarie sand-range, a creek and well by the same name; about 12 
miles off, a detached sand-range in the desert, at the north-west 
end of which are two waters, named respectively Dhooramoorco 
and Moongaara; also on north-east side of sand-range another 
water in creek called Cadry-yerra, also a sand-range about 4 to 5 
miles distant. At about 3 to 4 miles struck the flooded flat from 
the main creek I am now going to. At \\\ miles further came 
to and crossed a deep creek crossing my course at right angles. 
At 2 miles further came to water in Daeragolie Creek, same creek 
that I crossed before 2 miles from this ; within this last 2 miles 
the whole flat is cut up into innumerable channels most difficult to 
travel over. Here there is not a green blade of grass to be seen ; 
there are some green shrubs in the bed of the creek that the camels 
are fond of. I arrived at this camp at 2*5 P.M. This is an 
immense creek, timbered on its bank with box, bean, and other 
trees, the water is in detached holes, but good, and apparently 
plenty of fish and ducks. No natives seen yet, although their 
tracks are fresh ; the natives that are with me say a number of 
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them have taken advantage of the rain lately fallen, and gone out 
to the sandhills on both sides of this creek. By native report the 
creek flows just here south and east, but within 2 miles from this 
it turns quite round by south-west and west, passing Coontarie. 
Distance, 23J miles. 

Feb. 13. — I spell to-day refreshing the animals. This creek is 
about 80 to 90 yards wide, very precipitous banks, and from 50 
to 60 feet deep, with innumerable small creeks. About 400 yards 
from this, above us, a large creek leaves this one, heavily timbered 
and well defined. Limestone crops out in many places. It is 
from 50 to 70 yards wide and from- 15 to 30 feet deep. The 
whole country looks as if it had been carefully ploughed, harrowed, 
and finally rolled, the farmer having omitted the seed. 

Feb. 14. — Started early. On the west side of the creek Pan- 
baera, a large creek leaves it at about 400 yards from camp. I 
camped on same side of creek, close to a deep water-hole in the 
creek. Name of creek Tooma-thoo-ganie. Immediately above 
the camp on opposite side of creek, a large red sandhill comes right 
on to creek called Manganhoonie, from the top of which one gets an 
extensive view of such country as there is. On our way here 
to-day, about 3 miles from camp, passed the remains of Burke's 
horse and saddle ; they were recognised as his by camel-dung being 
about the camp. No marks on any of the trees visible. Camel- 
dung also close to our camp. Distance, 15 \ miles. 

Feb. 15. — If I get feed, must make a short day of it. Wind 
north, and disagreeable. The heat so oppressive and road so 
heavy, travelling completely out of the question. Will leave the 
cart and many sundries here. Habitations of natives are very 
numerous on the creek, so they must be pretty strong in number 
here. Lots of fish still in the holes ; appear to be multa-multa 
principally. Distance, 5 miles. 

Feb, 16. — 111 in camp. 

Feb. 17. — Started late; flooded box-covered land for 1 mile. 
At 1\ miles further, passing over bare mud- plain destitute of 
any vegetation, with a couple of sandhills and the main creek 
beyond them to the east. On this distance, half a mile off, is the 
bed of a large creek flowing to the south and west, no water at 
present in it. Close to this point one of our best bullocks was 
struck dead with the heat of the sun, walking leisurely along 
carrying nothing ; the rest of the party were much in advance, and 
as it was such a fearfully hot day and not a drop of water near, 
nothing could be done with the flesh of him unfortunately. At 
5 miles further came to a large deep creek flowing westward, no 
water in it. Up to this point was to be seen in the distance 
westward apparent breaks in the sandhills, with box-timber in 
each ; and I have no doubt many of those places form into large 
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creeks by the terrific overflow of this main creek. Thence over 
flooded flats and at some rain-water, where I camped. The flood 
here, when it does occur, fills the whole valley between the sand- 
hills on either side of the creek, and after such occasions, must 
appear a splendid country ; but, at present, no country could 
possibly look more desolate. This cannot possibly be Eyre's Creek, 
as it is much larger in the first place, and seems to bear away too 
much to the east ever to be a continuation of Sturt's Eyre's Creek. 
Traces of Burke's camels and horses are still to be seen on the 
creek ; I fancy on his return from the gulf. Very ill this evening, 
hardly able to sit in the saddle. Distance, 16| miles. 

Feb. 19. — Sent Mr. Hodgkinson and Middleton off up the 
creek to search for water, and Middleton to return after travelling 
about 8 miles, if successful in finding a supply to enable us to pro- 
ceed further up creek ; Hodgkinson to go further on and examine 
the creek, and return in the afternoon to where it was arranged we 
should camp. Middleton returned about noon, with the intelli- 
gence that about 7 miles up there was abundance of water in 
the creek for our immediate wants, where we camped. I went up 
the creek for 2J miles, found it dry, and returned to water and 
camped. Distance, 7 miles. 

Feb. 20. — Camp on east side of creek where the latter is 
upwards of 180 yards wide and about 80 feet deep, western banks 
very inaccessible, the east bank where we have camped, less so, 
with immense polygonum-bushes. Very unwell. 

Feb. 21, 22. — At camp recruiting. 

Feb. 23. — Kode out to the eastward to examine the country between 
this and the stony hills, visible from here on the east side of the 
creek ; went 4| miles over flooded flats, and a couple of sandhills, 
then 2J miles to top of another larger sandhill, then for 6f miles, 
over flooded flats, with a few smaller sandhills ; then f of a mile 
over one sandhill to top of rocky hill, from which the flooded flat 
I have just passed gathers together in the distance to a creek, and 
goes oft' on course of s. 15° e., and no doubt is the feeder of the 
waters now in the creek to south and east of our present camp, 
viz. — Barrawarkanya, Marroboolyooroo, Cadrityrrie, Meincoun- 
yannie, and Gnappa Muntra ; then 2J miles to top of sandy and 
stony hill, with 4 or 5 mallee-trees and a few other shrubs. 
From this hill the creek passed by the end of a table-topped 
stone range, on bearing from 6 to 9 miles distant north-west and 
round northward to east, peaks and hills of stone with intervening 
flats, some of earth, others of stone, are visible as far as the eye 
can reach. In the evening Mr. Hodgkinson and Bell returned, 
having examined the hilly country, but could find no tributary 
joining the creek ; saw water up some distance that will suit our 
purpose so far. Distance (out) of day s ride about 11| miles. 
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Feb. 24.— Camped. 

Feb. 25. — Started late, on same side of creek as that on which 
we were encamped, over flooded flats and sandy terminations ; 
at 5 1 miles passed along and crossed a large deep creek in which 
there was a little water and a number of native wurlies. Course 
of creek nearly north and south. At 1\ miles further over some 
abrupt sandhills, the summits of which had an almost perpendicular 
wall of pure drift sand, varying from 2J to 5 feet in height, and 
very difficult for the animals to get over, and flooded flats on 
same bearing ; then for 4^ miles, over similar country mixed with 
stone hills and flats, the creek being a long way to the west, but 
now gradually approaching our course ; then for 1^- mile to a 
creek, where luckily we found sufficient water for all purposes, 
and in the bed of the creek a better supply of green grass for the 
animals than they have had for some time. Distance, 18| miles. 

Feb. 2Q. — At 9*30 a.m. was informed that one of the pack 
bullocks had dropped, and was killed to endeavour to make some 
use of his flesh. It has commenced raining, and what little will 
be got cannot, I am afraid, be cured, as there is every appearance 
of a continuation of rain, and there will be no chance of drying 
the flesh, as we have no salt. None of our journeys appear to 
give the sheep the slightest inconvenience ; in fact, no party ought 
ever to go out exploring in the summer months without them. 
It is quite astonishing to see the patches of beautiful green grass 
on the slopes of the stone hills in the small watercourses that fall 
down their sides ; in fact, the only thing like feed I have seen 
for some time, and what little there is, is in the bed of the 
creek. The creek here has an ana-branch that leaves it about 
J mile above, and joins again about J mile below; width of 
island J mile. 

Feb. 27. At camp. — Eained heavily and steadily all night 
from the e.n.e. ; the ground at daylight a perfect bog. The creek, 
nine-tenths of which was yesterday dry, is now running a strong 
stream, and momentarily increasing. Got all the animals across 
during the forenoon, as the rain appeared likely to continue ; and 
now that it has set in will most likely inundate all the low flats, 
and completely put a stop to further progress up the creek until 
the ground hardens a little. At such times the only places of 
safety hereabouts are the sandhills or stony hills; the latter I 
prefer. As soon as they were taken over the creek they were 
taken out accordingly to one of these ridges, and there left in 
tolerable feed, but not very abundant. The w T ater is lying all 
over the flat in sheets, and the creek rising rapidly. It must have 
been a very long time since this part of the country has been 
similarly visited with rain, as the country generally, but especially 
the flats, had not any vegetation upon them of any useful kind. 
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Feb. 28. — Raining all night, but not quite so heavily ; still very 
considerably. Our camp is like a stockyard in the southern 
districts much used in the wet weather — over our boots in mud 
and water ; although on some of the highest ground just about 
here, pounds of mud and rubbish adhere to your boots every time 
you lift your feet. Creek considerably more swollen ; and, as 
every place is so saturated with water and mud, will not move out 
of this till to-morrow morning. We are now in that position, and 
not far from the place where Captain Sturt dreaded being overtaken 
by rain. It is fearful to travel over, but must make the best of 
it. 1 am very glad indeed that we have been favoured with 
such a copious supply : although for a short time it may prevent 
my travelling, it will be the means of enabling me to move about 
afterwards as I may think fit The creek rising steadily ; by the 
morning it will be nearly or quite on a level with the way by 
which I shall have to travel in the morning for the high ground. 
It has a current of about 3 miles an hour, or similar to that of 
the Murray ; for which reason I am led to believe that its chief 
source is some considerable distance away, although it receives 
innumerable tributaries on both sides, above and below where I 
now am. The rain as it falls upon these stone-clad hills runs off 
at once into the small creeks, thence into larger ones on the flat 
land, then into the main creek after filling the water-holes in their 
respective courses. 

March 1. — At first blush of dawn, wind from same quarter 
(e.s.e.). Rained heavily all night, and to my astonishment, 
instead of the creek rising as usual (3J inches per hour), it was 
now rising 5 \ inches, and hourly increasing. Although the creek 
has in many places overflown its banks, and consequently a much 
broader channel, we were completely surrounded with at least 
5 feet of water in the shallowest place that we can escape from 
this by. After a breakfast by day-break, the animals were 
immediately sent for, and as the men started for them, drove 
before them our sheep for more than \ a mile through a strong 
current, and smimming three-fourths of the time ; they went over 
splendidly, and were left on a piece of dry land until our camels 
and horses came and removed the stores, &c, which fortunately 
they did without very many of the things getting wet. The 
camels being brought in and loaded, and sent to where the 
sheep were first, I had two of them unloaded and sent back to 
carry to the dry ground any of the perishable articles, such as 
ammunition, flour, tea, and sugar, which they brought in safety ; 
for had it been put on the horses as usual, and not being able to 
keep them on our track, the probability is they would have to 
swim, and completely destroy the ammunition and injure the other 
stores ; the camels acted famously, and, from their great height, 
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were as good as if we had been supplied with boats. After 
getting all on to dry land they were repacked, and went on to a 
very good camp, now that there is water, on a sandhill about 
2| to 3 miles distant in an e.s.e. direction, through a good deal 
of water and almost impassable flats — the sheep even sinking up 
to their bodies in the mud ; however, we got them all over safely 
by early in the afternoon. Towards evening, a great portion of 
the flat is being covered with water from the creek, beyond the 
creek there is nothing visible but lines of trees, marking the 
course of the lesser channels, and stone hills, all else is a perfect 
sea. We were very fortunate to be caught in it where we were ; 
had we been caught thus in making this creek, or a day's stage up 
it, to a certainty we should all have been washed way, or what 
would have been just as bad, been perched on a small island of sand 
with all the animals round us, and nothing but starvation staring 
us in the face — as on most of the sand-rises down near the creek, 
there was no vegetation of any consequence upon them. Distance, 
2f miles. 

March 2. — In camp ; light showers occasionally. The side 
creeks from the hills running themselves out, and the upper parts 
drying ; the line of creek visible in the distance through the trees 
during all its course now in view, and the flats considerably more 
covered. 

March 3. At camp. — The country hereabouts is boggy ; in 
the afternoon rode down to the creek through a good deal of 
water to ascertain the state of the flood, and had to swim some 
distance to get to the main creek ; when I got there I was glad 
to find that not only had it, for the present, arrived at its height, 
but had gone down nearly 9 inches. The last time this country 
was flooded it was about 7 feet higher (perpendicularly) than it 
was this time, and the sand and stone hills were flooded for 
several feet up their sides from their base. This country is 
perfectly infested with wild dogs ; and fortunately for us is it that 
I happened to have some strychnine, it plays great havoc amongst 
them ; so voracious are they, that, when one of their fellows die, 
the others fall to and devour him ; by this means many are 
destroyed. 

March 4. At camp. — Rode out to some high stone hills east- 
ward, to endeavour to get a view of the creek, and ascertain, if 
possible, from which quarter it principally flows. After getting to 
top of the highest, from which one gets very extensive view to the 
north-east, there was a slight haze that prevented my positively 
ascertaining its actual course ; there is very heavy timber n.e. by n., 
and appears surrounded by hills. I shall travel in that direction 
first, and trust that it suddenly turns round to the north ; from 
this last point, to a point 20° west of north, is a perfect sea, 
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nothing but isolated trees showing above the water ; I found the 
ground exceedingly soft, almost impassable in many places. 
Abundance of sea-gulls, ducks, cranes, &c, about, and on the 
basins ; seven black swans passed over the camp in their flight, 
bearing n.n.w. ; no doubt to some lake in that direction. Some 
few days ago not a bird was to be seen scarcely, but a few kite, 
crows, and gulahs ; now the whole country seems to be alive with 
ducks of various kinds, macaws, currellas, cockatoo-parrots, and 
innumerable small birds. 

March 5. At camp. — -The country beginning to have quite a 
green appearance, and the valleys covered with lilies in full bloom, 
birds singing and chirping all around, as if in spring. I am quite 
shut out, for the present, from Eyre's Creek. 

March 6 to 9. At Escape, or No. 7 camp. — The stony hills 
and slopes (that from every appearance, a few days ago, from 
their thoroughly bronzed and desert appearance, one would suppose 
grass never grew) are now being clothed in many places with a 
nice green coating of grass, and shortly will give this part quite 
a lively appearance. In a couple or three months' time from this 
date one could with little difficulty (I am almost certain) start with 
a herd of any description of stock from the northern settled parts 
of South Australia and go right across the continent to whatever 
point he might think fit by this route. 

March 10. — The journey to-day was over stony hills and flats 
crossing several small creeks from the more remote hills, some 
running tributaries of Burke's Creek, for 12^ miles, and for 3 J miles 
further over similar country, but more flat as we are now approach- 
ing the creek, and camped on the outside of a flat with some water 
and a fair supply of feed. I was here before the pack animals 
arrived, but after waiting for them a short time found that in 
some of the small watercourses the water seemed to be driving 
as I thought with the strength of the wind, as is not unusual, and 
took for the time no further notice ; the horses came up first and 
were unpacked, the camels were some time after and did not 
arrive until after I had returned from a ride to the top of a hill 
further up the creek, at which place I went down to the water, and 
to my astonishment, found that the whole valley was a perfect sea 
rising fast; on my return to where I had fixed the camp I found 
that the water had approached rather too close to be comfortable, 
and on the arrival of the camels had them unpacked some distance 
out on the top of a mound of stones, and had all the horse-gear 
removed there also. The camels travelled over the stones with 
their loads apparently quite unconcerned ; they are undoubtedly 
the best of all animals for this kind of work, they eat anything 
nearly, from the gum-tree down to the smallest herb, and then 
come and lie down beside you ; in short, with sheep and camels 
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one could travel all over any practicable part of the continent and 
keep them in condition. Distance, 16 \ miles. 

March 11. — Where we had the packs removed from last night, 
and all over the flats, is a perfect sea of water, and even up within 
less than a foot of where I slept. From the creek having fallen 
not far from our last camp some days since, I was under the 
impression that I would find it considerably down the further I 
advanced up its course ; but now I find that the cause of its fall 
then was purely local, from the tributaries immediately about and 
above having ceased with the rain to throw in a supply to keep it 
up. It now shows me that this creek must come from some very 
considerable distance ; and I trust it may turn out to come from 
the north instead of too much east. Started for a gap in the range, 
over top of a stony range to a creek. High table-top ranges in 
the distance ; then to top of red sandhill ; then for 3f miles to top 
of sandhill over flat stony plains, with plenty of water and feed. 
From this point a perfect sea is before me. Came to camp on 
myall-creek, after passing two table-topped hills on left, and a 
peak and table-topped hill on right ; beyond the camp, plenty of 
feed and water. To-day passed a native camp, the fire still 
burning, and their tracks quite fresh ; but did not see them. 
Distance not given. 

March 12. — Crossed several myall-creeks, over very stony 
ground ; then over low chopping slaty and stony hills and several 
creeks ; then for 8 miles over stony ground, very bad travelling ; 
then for \ mile, to camp on a frizzly-barked-tree creek. Passed 
several of the same kind of creeks to-day, with some timber : it is 
very hard, and some of it (from 3 to 4 feet in diameter) would 
make excellent furniture. From top of a hill, about a mile from 
here, looking over a sea of water, two openings to be seen in the 
sandhills beyond, to the northward, much as if one or other was 
the proper course of the creek ; one with heavy timber, the other 
without so much timber, but broader and more like. Distance, 
13| miles. 

March 13. Camp 10. — Clouds all gone ; wind n.e. Started 
for gap in range, bearing 120 D , for 4 J miles, over very stony 
country. On table-topped hill on the left, and the mass of ranges 
on the left, they look like the Reaphooks (hills) in the north of 
Adelaide, at Mamma. I have called the main mass of ranges 
Wilis's Ranges, after the unfortunate gentleman who lost his life 
with poor Burke ; then passed along and over sandhills and rich 
pasture, with cane-swamps full of water, to south-east termination 
of sandhills. Thousands of flock-pigeons, some teal, and a new 
duck. They have here commenced laying : several pigeons' nests 
were found as we passed along, and a duck's, with eight or ten eggs 
in it : plenty of quail and other small birds. Saw a bustard in the 
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midst of the sandhills to the north. To the north of this camp, a 
short distance, is a very strange round stone hill, capped with 
larger stone, which I have called Elliott's Knob. From top of one 
of the stone hills to right of gap in range a perfect sea was before 
me, over 157°, with nothing but here and there the tops of trees 
that line the creek discernible, and sand and rock hills forming 
islands; and in the distance to north and west the hills that 
bound the vast expanse of water appear like islands far off in the 
ocean. Distance, 12f miles. (?) 

March 14. Camp 11. — Started to top of long stony ridges. 
For the first 2 miles through swamp and water, and sandhill, 
leaving on left hand a very nice lake, and on the right, some 
little distance off, a sand-ridge, running along swamp : in the 
distance, south, is timber, denoting a creek, which forms this 
swamp and lakes, then 8 miles of very stony and bad travel- 
ling. Immediately beyond me stretches a large dry bed of a 
lake eastward, with a considerable swamp to south, following the 
foot of a well-defined range, at the north-east termination of which 
range, visible from here, are several smaller and larger table-topped 
hills and gaps ; then passing through an arm of dry lake : good 
travelling for 9J miles, and camped on small sandhill at a claypan : 
the flood from 3 to 4 miles off to west of north ; sandhills a-head. 
Distance, 14J miles. 

March 15.- — Three and a half miles, over very heavy country, 
with spinifex and abundance of other grasses : 1J mile further, 
same course, over stony and sandy rises. A splendid tier of 
table-topped hills in the distance, east and north; then over a 
flooded splendid swamp, principally, 4i miles,, to a box-creek. 
Distance travelled to-day, 12 miles. 

March 16. — Went to have a view from the principal range 
eastward : the first and greater part of the road over magnificent 
pasture ; nearer the hills very stony ; found the hills distant 
21 miles : from top of a large table-topped one I had a splendid 
view : the tier of ranges I am now on bear to east of north and 
west of south, but are very irregular, many spurs running off from 
main range, and forming a vast number of crown-shaped tops and 
peaked hills, with innumerable creeks draining the country from 
east and south to west and north, and joining the main creek. 
From this hill another tier of similar hills is seen in the distance, 
with a very large creek, draining the country between this and that, 
flowing northward, and then west, round the north end of the tier 
I am now upon, the south-east end of distant range, about 25 to 
30 miles off, s.e. by e., and the north-east end, dimly seen in the 
distance, bears e.n.e., which tier of ranges and creek I have called 
Browne Creek. The range I am on, and the tier northward to 
where the creek (Browne's) passes round the end of them, I have 
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called Ellar's Tier of Table-tops : the tier south of where I now am 
I have called Warren's Tier of Table-tops : the plains or downs 
east and north of those ranges I have called "the Downs of 
Plenty," as here there is everything one could wish in travelling 
over a new country. 1 would have gone over to the distant ranges, 
but unfortunately my horse threw one of her shoes, and I was 
obliged to camp at a creek under the hills for the night. The 
creek I have now camped on I have named Ranger's Creek, after 
a bullock killed here. Di 'stance , 21 miles {round). 

March 17, 18, at Ranger's Creek camp. 

March 19. — Passed through some magnificent country : one fine 
plain alone extended for several miles, and well grassed : in the 
distance could be seen high ranges. The weather magnificent and 
quite tropical; the perfume from the flowers quite refreshing. 
Camped on a creek ; fine water. Distance, 16 miles. 

March 20. — Travelled till we struck a large creek, and went on 
over fine flats and sandhills, covered with most luxuriant grass and 
several descriptions of creepers. The blue convolvulus was also 
seen to-day for the first time ; also a most beautiful small blue 
flower, with a dark purple eye. Plenty of pigeons to-day ; some 
few nests were found on the march. The mosquitoes very bad at 
this camp. Distance travelled to-day, 15 miles. 

March 21. — Our journey to-day was over nothing but red sand- 
hills ; course about N.N.E. ; had to cross a large sheet of water. 
Eighty duck-eggs were found to-day by the men. The country 
round about now is very fine, indeed ; grass as high as the horses' 
knees. We now every day find fresh shrubs and flowers ; every- 
thing reminding one of the tropics. Mosquitoes bad here, indeed. 
Camped on claypan, with little and bad water. Distance about 
16 miles. 

March 22. — Spelled at Claypan Camp. 

March 23. — From Claypan Camp we cross flooded and stony 
flats with sand ; then several box^and myall creeks, to a white gum- 
flat, with not many stones, and trees not large. Thence over stony 
undulations, well grassed to top of a myall-creek ; followed it down 
west one mile to plenty of water and feed. Camped : 16 J miles. 

March 24. Camp 17. — Crossed a myall-creek or flat ; broad, 
with several dry channels from n.n.e!, draining a tier of fine ranges 
on the east — the only ones now visible to north or east — which I 
have called Scott's Ranges, the tops of which, especially the 
northern one, are well wooded. Over gentle slopes, some stony. 
Saw fifteen emu on one of the plains ; so have named the plain 
and undulations Emu Downs ; to a box-creek with abundance of 
water and feed. No timber except on the ranges and creeks. This 
appears a small creek compared with many in sight to north and 
west. A range continues to n.n.e. The creek from eastward to 
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westward and southward joining other larger creeks a few miles 
west of this. The whole of the country passed over to-day is ex- 
cellent pastoral country. The north-east termination of Scott's 
Ranges, ending in two detached round-looking hills, bears E.S.E., 
about 6 to 10 miles off. Distance, 17J miles. 

March 25. — Crossed a box creek, with plenty of water, from 
north-east to west and south, sweeping considerably towards latter 
quarter. At 14J miles, to box creek, dry where I struck it, and 
so to a creek with plenty of water, and camped. Our whole road 
lay to-day over beautifully grassed, very gently sloping, and undu- 
lating country ; rising ground seen to the west, in the distance : 
flood must be some distance off. New hawk seen, light coloured. 
Distance, 16 J miles. 

March 26. Camp 19. — Started on bearing n.w., to get closer 
to course of main creek, which I have observed nothing of for the 
last two days. Passed over splendid country, the latter part in 
the small watercourse ; rather stony and sandy. Further on, fell 
in with a morass ; to clear which had to pass to the east for some 
distance. Any traveller caught here in rainy weather, such as 
has been lately deluging these vast plains, would to a certainty be 
washed away : there is not a knoll 6 feet high within range of the 
eye. Distance to-day about 16J miles, from point to point. 

March 27. — First 9 miles over swampy country, with splendid 
feed ; belts of timber on the right or east of course, studded in 
various places, denoting water-holes. Here fell in with impassable 
bogs, so passed to the eastward of them, to a perfect meadow of 
grass. From the top of a tree, hills in the distance to north, and 
south of east, discernible. I went out this evening and found that 
it is good travelling, and will thus allow me to get more in a 
northerly direction than of late. Cannot get within miles, as yet, 
of the main creek, on account of the boggy nature of the ground : 
there appear to be innumerable timbered creeks between this and 
that, all running into it : the water here, even on the level plains, 
is in places running a stream. Distance, 10f miles. 

March 28. — Shortly after starting came upon a mass of creeks, 
occupying a mile in width, coming from south of east from hills in 
the distance. These creeks, no doubt, are one both above and 
below this, although now split into many branches. I have called 
it Davenport Creek. Continued crossing creeks for one mile. 
This creek must drain an immense tract of country eastward. 
Northward appears one mass of creeks. It is certainly a magni- 
ficent country, if there is permanent water. Distance, about 12J 
miles. 

March 29. — For 17 J miles, nearly due north, of good travelling 
country, and a little stony (sandstone) ; on it found a new fruit on 
a shrub, about 5 feet high, not unlike the bean-tree : the fruit-tree 
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of Cooper Creek also is here, and is a more handsome tree than 
between this and Cooper Creek : the bean-tree is also here. 
Within the last two miles the ground has been swampy and full of 
watercourses, with plenty of water, caused by the emptying of a 
large creek from the east, coming past south-west end of a large 
range east, and running north of this position ; which creek I have 
named Brown's Creek. Distance, 17 J miles. (?) 

March 30. — From a sandhill to-day an extensive view of the 
surrounding country. On the west side of the creek is a tier of 
ranges, running parallel with and close to it; nearest part not 
above 4 miles from this ; hills on the right, at various distances, 
discernible all along the course to-day ; the most prominent one 
seemingly well wooded, and terminating northward in a bluff, and 
small table-top. I have named the range Hamilton Range. Two 
table-topped hills are to the east and north of the bluff : N. 60° E. 
distant is a mass of apparently heavy ranges, running west of 
north, as do most of the ranges that at all approach the creek. The 
country here has been terribly torn by the flood and torrents of 
rain tnat must have fallen some short time back ; in some places it 
has the appearance of being literally ploughed in stripes, but gene- 
rally firm. To the east, between the hills, heavy creeks come out 
west and north, in all directions, overflowing the whole country : 
any one caught in the locality on such occasions as the late visit of 
the flood here would never more be heard of. Camped on one of 
the main channels of the main creek, about 80 to 100 yards wide, 
cut into a number of channels: abundance of water and feed. 
From this camp peculiar cliffy red table- topped hill, bears E. by 
N. ; highest point of range, n.e. by N. ; farthest part visible, N. 7 Q 
E. ; is timbered on top ; running n.w. ; south end distant about 5 to 
7 miles. Distance to-day, 16f miles. 

March 31. — Passed table-top hill, about 3 \ miles off, where the 
creek goes through the gorge between the table-tops ; at which 
point it is fully \ and nearly f of a mile wide, and nearly one 
sheet of water and bogs, over table-top limestone and sandstone 
hill to flat on the other side, and camped at first good water we 
passed. Distance, 11| miles. (?) 

April 1.- — Travelled zigzag through creeks from the eastward, 
and camped on large one from south of east, that we could not find 
a crossing at : to east and north no view, being perfectly shut out 
with timber. The country near the creek is a perfect bog ; and 
even a man has great difficulty in getting out of some places that 
he is induced to try, thinking them crossable. The country is like a 
net, intersected as it is with creeks, magnificent pasture on the flats ; 
a native fishing-weir is a little above this. Across the creek you 
can see the fish snapping at the flies in the holes : all the creeks, 
indeed, that I have crossed from the east have both fish and 
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mussels in them ; but here the creeks are very formidable. Small 
crown top of the hill ; another very fine one some little distance 
south of that ; all those are on the western side of a large range, 
close by, running apparently n.e. and s.w. I sincerely wish I 
was safe on the western side of these main creeks, as I am thus 
driven contrary to my wish much east. Distance 20 miles ; from 
point to point, about 10. 

April 2. — Cross the creek with much difficulty, and camped. 
Then started to get a view of the country from a remarkable crown- 
topped conical hill, about 6 miles off, and had a most extensive 
view. A little to the north, and a little to the south, is one mass 
of table-topped hills, some apparently strongly timbered on top, 
with a perfect wall, from 10 to 30 feet perpendicular round sum- 
mit of all, and some detached. North, in the far distance, is a 
mass of table-topped ranges, with apparently three gaps in them. 
Distance, f of a mile. 

April 3. — Found it impossible to cross the creek, and camped on 
a magnificent lagoon, about one mile long, and about 200 yards 
wide, a perfect flower-garden. Distance, i\ miles. 

April 4. — At camp, Jeamie Lagoon : went and had a view from 
hills east ; saw there kangaroo ranges far to the east, tier after 
tier ; country timbered, &c. 

April 5. — We get on without bread quite as well as I expected : 
the vegetables we use by boiling, which is a famous plan, both as 
a substitute for bread, and as keeping the party in good health. 
The natives on the main creek lower down south call it " fe cullie ;" it 
is a sort of spinach, and does not grow more than a foot high, but 
spreads, perhaps, twice that much. Crossing creeks all day, with 
undulations covered with excellent feed between. Distance, 16J 
miles. 

April 6. — Country becoming free from stones, and more open, 
except in the creeks. Ascended one of two circular table-topped 
hills, over camp. Found that a tier of ranges continues on L my 
right, all along, varying from 5 to 8 miles distant ; timbered with 
mulga : a mass of detached pyramids, cut, and conical coronet- 
topped hills are between my course and the main range ; and I 
have the creek to the right. Not far off passed abundance of 
water on course over top of Euro Hill ; creek bears suddenly off 
westward. It appears to pass through and receive large tributaries 
from the west and northward, between large leading ranges on the 
west, and through range with gap on the east side. This hill is a 
conical coronet-topped hill of burned sandstone, mixed with some 
quartz, and is 4 miles s.s.B. from camp. The country to n.e. 
and round by east to south for some miles is not all good : no ranges 
visible from north round to north-east. Between me and main range, 
to the east, are numerous red pyramid hills, of various sizes, and 
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southward a number of detached table -topped hills, peaks, and 
mounds, all more or less timbered. I have called this hill Euro Hill. 

April 7. — Exceedingly cold during the night. Started first 
over creeks and watercourses, many with water; next over burnt 
stony undulation, then got amongst a quantity of detached hills of 
lime and sandstone ; the ground strewed with bronzed burnt small 
stones, and takes the print of an animal's foot readily, having a 
light soil under. Here fell in again with two creeks, which I sup- 
pose I must follow till I can cross. For 5 miles passing stony 
slopes towards the creek, and a vast abundance of vine with large 
yellow blossoms, the fruit being contained in a leafy pod; this 
fruit, when ripe, contains three or four black seeds as large as a 
good sized pea. I must try them cooked, as I find the emu-tracks 
very abundant where the vine is most plentiful. The tops of the 
low hills are of a whitish colour, and an immense quantity of gyp- 
sum is scattered over them as well as over the slopes. Then 
reached a little further on the main creek. This is a magnificent 
stream here. It is at least 250 yards wide, and from 40 to 50 
feet down the banks to the water, lined with noble gums, box, bean, 
and other trees ; how deep it is difficult to say. Lots of ducks 
of various kinds, cormorants, magpies, curellas, pigeons of different 
species, with the usual accompaniment of crows and hawks. Small 
hill visible in the distance to south of east ; very extensive plain 
in that direction also, as well as east and north of east, with abund- 
ance of excellent pasture, and timbered low ridges, stony, but well 
grassed, with limestone, and the everlasting plum-pudding stone, 
with sandstone. Current in creek I should say not more than 
half a mile per hour. Distance, 17^ miles. 

April 8. Camp 31. — Passed to-day plenty of timber for build- 
ing purposes, on fine plains full of good feed. For the last 3 
miles the ground we travelled over is nearly one mass of stones, 
limestone, and agate or flint, and very bad travelling ; the creek 
runs strong — I have called it Muller's Creek. After getting to 
camp, got a horse and went out north of west to a ridge some short 
distance off, and saw to the westward a large tributary that I think 
will suit my course ; at little over J of a mile a very large creek 
comes in from north of north-east, and flows southward ; it has 
ceased running, and has a broad stony bottom, but has splendid 
reaches of water : this I have called the Robinson. Considerably 
to east is a well-defined range in the distance, running north and 
south, with three detached mounds of hills, which I have called 
Mount Miiller. Distance, 15 \ miles. 

April 9. — Crossed first the Robinson, then Mansergh Creek, 
after which found open country, with numerous traces of kangaroos 
being plentiful, and lots of emus on the plain. The last 3 miles 
was over a pipe-clay, slaty, spinifex, miserable country, with de- 
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tached conical, white, clay-slaty hills, top of the range all spinifex, 
although timbered with a white-barrelled gum of no great dimen- 
sions. Distance, 17J miles. 

April 1 0. — Passing up creek, and found hills receding and less 
abrupt-looking, but very wretched country. Distance, 12J miles. 

April 11. — Decided this day to push on for Carpentaria. 
Splendid country. Crossed several creeks and camped, where a 
coronet-shaped hill, at or near the termination of a tier of ranges 
approaching the creek within 5 miles, bears n.n.e., a bluff termina- 
tion of ranges from the creek on south-west side and on south-west 
of new day's course, bears w. 9Jn., about 8 to 10 miles. Distance, 
18^ miles. 

April 12. — Over immense open downs or plains, well grassed, 
with similar hills to what we have passed, but wanting the spinifex. 
Distance, 13J miles. 

April 13. Camp 36. — Evenings, nights, and mornings beauti- 
fully cool, days quite hot enough. It is astonishing to see how fast 
the waters have dried up. At 14 miles to-day hills closed, those 
on the north-east side nearer than the south-west side ones. At 
1 4J miles tributary joins on opposite side from the hill close by. 
At 15f miles hill (burned sandstone) comes on to the creek ; tim- 
ber in creek nearly all white gum, North of Adelaide native orange, 
and a new fruit, something similar, that when ripe splits open 
down the sides whilst still green, and grows on a low prickly shrub, 
and when near other trees or shrubs entwines itself round them and 
grows to a good height. Camped across the creek. Kirby, by 
some unfortunate mistake on his part, did not arrive here to-night. 
Distance, 15 miles direct, 

April 14. At camp. — Lots of kangaroo and emu here, but 
shy ; cloudy and hot. Looks as if we were to have a shower. 

April 15. — Started due north, and after going 6 miles, heavy 
tributary came in from E.s.E., apparently the principal channel. 
Compelled to camp at a water in the flat J of a mile north of 
where I struck the creek. Distance to-day, 6J miles. 

April 16. — Started over the ranges, and at 9 miles, passing 
over myall flat, found red table-topped range close on right, and 
the last of the range. Found no water on the road nor in the 
creek, but fortunately some in a side creek, at which place I 
camped. Distance, 12J miles. 

April 17. Camp 39. — Started on bearing of 305° across an 
extensive myall, gum, and box flat, with innumerable tributaries 
into it in all directions. General drain to the south ; water in 
many watercourses as we cross the flat, and must be an immense 
creek a little lower down, where they all unite. Kept the course 
for 11 miles, crossing a fine open creek running northward, which I 
think is the same that we crossed this morning flowing south. 
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Heavy ranges west. Apparent fall of water northward ; about 4 
miles south of this and immediately over the open undulation at the 
distance, the flow takes place south. Splendid country latterly, 
and camped at first creek we met with plenty of water. After 
getting into camp I rode out south, towards the water-shed, but 
found it further off than I anticipated. It must be from 10 to 15 
miles, and most excellent country. The main range, west, from 
what I could see of it, is very stony; few trees, and a great 
abundance of kangaroo and other grasses. Emu and kangaroo in 
abundance. Range runs to east of north a little, and to south of 
west a little, and looks formidable. Distance travelled, 17i miles. 
April 18. — This morning, south wind was as cold or colder than 

I have felt it for twelve months — we were glad to get to the fire, 
besides fortifying ourselves with warmer clothing than usual. Stayed 
at camp. Went looking for a missing man (Kirby). Farthest 
north point visible of McKinlay's Range lies W.N.w. of camp, from 
30 to 40 miles. No range visible between that and n. by E. |- e. 
Nothing but heavily-timbered creeks, innumerable tributaries from 
both sides and south end. Exact course of main creek not posi- 
tively discernible. Furthest southern point of McKinlay's Range, 
as visible from Observation Hill, s.s.w, 

April 19. — Night very cold again. Party beginning to look 
rather 3hort of provisions for making Carpentaria and possibly 
Port Denison. Killed bullock (leaving three). Started parties 
again to look for missing man, and just at dark up rode Middleton 
with the joyous intelligence that man and sheep were found. About 

II p.m. horsemen, Kirby, and sheep arrived safe, and I was truly 
grateful for the deliverance. The poor man says he never ex- 
pected to see us again. He was completely worn out, not for want 
of food, but with a troubled mind and want of sleep. He had 
killed a sheep the second night after leaving last camp, and had 
with him a small portion for his use. How thankful he must have 
"been to see Bell ! 

April 20. At camp. — Very cold. Kirby sleeping and recruit- 
ing himself. The meat drying; in consequence of the last de- 
tention, it has put us far back from what we otherwise would have 
been, and the course appears pretty open to us now. 

April 21. At camp. — A splendid large creek flows west of 
south over the fall of water, and at 15 to 16 miles from this there 
is abundance of water in it, and must increase wonderfully as it 
goes southward and receives its various tributaries. I have called 
it the Hamilton. The one flowing south from our last camp (39) 
I have called the Warburton. The range between the two, going 
south, I have called Crozier's Range. From the division of waters, 
the ranges west of this, and the creek flowing northwards, a branch 
of which we are now on, I have called McKinlay Creek and 



Adelaide to Carpentaria, 55 

Ranges \ I only hope the creek may hold a course west of north. 
The ranges on the east side of this creek, going northward, I have 
called Kirby's Ranges, to remind him of his narrow escape. Tri- 
butaries come into this creek south of this position, and west and 
east as far as I can discern from top of range, about 5 miles n.n.e. 
of this ; there is abundance of water in many of the minor as well 
as the main creeks ; mussels in all. Magnificent pasture all around, 
and lots of game, but wild. 

April 22. — We had been here since the afternoon of 17th, and 
high time it is that we made some progress. The meat has dried 
after a fashion, but not sufficient for keeping any length of time 
without further exposure to sun and air, which we must do, as soon 
as we get to camp, for several days. I call this small creek Black- 
eyes .Creek. Crossed what appears main channel of the creek 
coming from w.s.w., and various others coming in all directions. 
This is an immense creek, sandy and gravelly bed, with large and, 
to me, perfectly new trees, with short and broad dark-green leaf, 
and often clustering in fine saplings from the bottom, and growing 
to a good height ; also some fine gums. Creek now on the right ; 
country, after crossing the creek, is splendidly grassed, and firm 
sound ground between creek and range, which is some distance off; 
but we will be gradually approaching it on our present course. 
Crossed several sandy creeks from westward, and camped at the 
junction of a creek we crossed a short distance back with this ; the 
creek immediately below this is about 300 yards wide, with excellent 
timber ; there has been a little spinifex during to-day's travel, but 
the bulk of it has been well grassed, and fresh varieties of good 
sound country ; a specimen of copper picked up in one of the 
creeks ; a great abundance of quartz and mica strewed everywhere. 
I think I forgot to mention that, at the division of waters on the 
low bald undulations, limestone is strewed about in large and small 
circular pieces, from the size of a saucer to 3 and 4 feet in diameter, 
besides large blocks of it ; the hills on the west are of a hard stone, 
between flint and sandstone, strewed about with quartz ; the east- 
ern one is of burned slate or clay, pretty much resembling many 
that we have already passed and what I was on, topped with 
spinifex, and the side with good grasses. Distance, 14J miles. 

April 23. — Started a N.N.w. course. A fresh broad bean from 
a fine runner found here, but rather green to obtain seed from ; 
may get some ripe further north. A couple of small fish, about 
2| to 3 inches long, are in this water-hole, came up at the flood no 
doubt and left there. After going a few miles had to return to 
camp, owing to horses having strayed. So took a horse and went 
to the nearest hill, about 7 miles distant, to observe the course of 
the main creek, but the day proving warm and misty, I did not get 
so distinct a view as I anticipated ; it was extensive enough, but 
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indistinct, although the elevation I was on must have been more 
than 3000 feet from level of the creek, and much higher ranges on 
to west of it. This hill is detached from the main mass of range, 
and distant from 4 to 5 miles. It, and the most of the intervening 
space between the camp and it, is literally one mass of quartz and 
quartz reefs, mica, &c, and on top of range a sort of flaggy slate, 
all apparently having undergone the action of fire. It bears from 
camp w. 53° N. 7 miles ; a great deal of spinifex and abrupt 
creeks between camp and it ; not a speck of gold visible. 

April 24. — Camped early. My reason for making so short a 
stage was, that from the top of the hill I was on I fancied I could 
discern a continuation of dry-looking country beyond this creek. 
Very little spinifex on the way to-day ; plenty of grass, and very 
good travelling ; masses of quartz and mica all along our tracks ; 
ridges low. For the last 150 miles at least there have been, on 
the slopes, and tops of all the ranges, decaying red anthills, not 
tenanted, and gradually decaying — many of them appearing like 
sharp spires, and washed in every shape by the rains and the 
weather. Distance, 7 miles. 

April 25. — Passed over much quartz soil, with frequent devia- 
tions of route, necessitated by spurs coming down from westward. 
Camped on an immense creek, still flowing slowly through and 
over the sand in its bed ; it is upwards of 300 yards wide, comes 
from the west and south, through the ranges, joins another about a 
mile north of this, and passes round a small stony hill on its right 
bank, then takes a northerly course, then, and lastly, as far as I 
could discern, a north-east course. Very heavy gum timber. The 
creek I have called the Marchant. The main creek is now a very 
considerable distance east. I hoped to have struck it before this, 
but the spurs from the main range keep it off. Passed, to-day, a 
vast number of smaller tributaries from west ; immense reefs and 
masses of quartz, and small ranges composed of shining slabs of a 
grey, tough, and wavy stone, with masses of quartz. Distance, 
24 miles. 

April 26. — Crossed Merchant's Creek, and at 10 miles came to 
a very fine creek about 400 yards broad, in one of its branches 
from 60 to 80 yards ; broad water completely fills the space as far 
as you can see southward and westward. I have called it the 
Williams. Immense holes in a light blue rock in the creek a few 
hundred yards north of this full of water, and apparently very deep, 
an abundance immediately beyond in the creek, which appears to 
flow northward. Lots of small fish in this creek, none yet seen 
longer than 3 inches ; amongst them are a lot of fish about same 
size, or a little larger, with fine vertical black stripes commencing 
at the shoulder, and a black tip to lower part of tail — body gene- 
rally lighter coloured than the other fish. Distance, 10J miles. 
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April 27. — Kept along Williams Creek ; bad travelling, 
but latterly good country. At 13 miles came to and crossed a 
splendid creek, with abundance of water and lots of fish coming 
from the hills west, and flowing apparently east. This creek I 
have called the Elder. Distance, 13 miles. 

April 28. — Last night we slept in the bed of the creek on the 
sand. There must have been a terrific flood here lately, such as 
this part of the world has not been visited with for many years ; 
between 30 and 40 feet over our heads in the bed of this creek 
are now to be seen logs, grass, and all sorts of rubbish left by it ; 
and immense trees torn up by their roots, and others broken off 
short at 20 to 30 feet from their roots — showing the violence of 
the current. No doubt there is plenty of permanent water in the 
range, further up in the last three creeks we have camped on. 
Passed over well-grassed country. After getting into camp, self 
and Middle ton went on to the hill in front, and at 2 J miles arrived 
at it. It is perfectly detached, and stands in the open plain — is 
very stony, or rather rocky. Open plains to the north and west, 
as far as you can discern ; to the n.n.e. appears dark timber, 
which I hope to be the main creek, and appears to be bearing to 
north and west. A couple of isolated hills from 15 to 20 miles 
off, w. by s. \ s. Distance, 25J miles. 

April 29. — Poole's Creek. This creek takes its rise from the 
westward, on the plains between this and the hills, which are 
now a considerable distance from us ; and after passing this 
encampment bears to east round by north. Over open country ; 
short stage ; 150 miles by reckoning from Albeit River. Dis- 
tance, 11 J miles. 

April 30. — Black fellows burning grass to e.s.e. of us ; the first 
bushfire we have seen. The grass passed over yesterday, although 
abundant, is rank, and not of that sweet description we have before 
seen, but no doubt excellent for cattle and horses. Just as the 
animals were being brought in for packing, Davis found, in a small 
shallow pool, nearly dry, numbers of small nice-looking fish of two 
sorts — longest not more than 3J inches ; one sort like the catfish 
of the Murray, the other spotted like a salmon. For 5 miles over 
timbered plains. At 6 miles came to and crossed a noble river, 
now a creek, as it is not running, but plenty of water ; from 300 to 
400 yards broad. At crossing the first cabbage-palm seen on its 
western bank between this and the last creek ; on left of course is 
a splendid belt of white gums on the dry sound flat ; this river, 
like the other creek, flows from south to west after crossing a 
northerly and easterly course. At 14J miles came to a fine lagoon 
running easterly and westerly ; good water in abundance : went 
round it and camped north-west side. No game of any kind seen 
to-day, except a turkey ; a great quantity of vines on which grow 
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four or five black fruit, like peas, and extremely hard, from every 
flower ; and on which the emu appears to feed much. There were 
also two other vines or runners, on which grows an oblong fruit 
about 1 to 1-| inch long, green like cucumber, but bitter ; the 
other is a round fruit about the size of a walnut, darker in colour 
than the other, not so abundant, and which the emu seems to exist 
much on at present. Distance, 19 \ miles. 

May 1. — Very few natives of late. Fell in with fine grass and 
splendid open forest. Plenty of water visible. Shot a new bird — 
dark grey, large tail, something like a pheasant in its flight ; it 
always starts from the ground, and settles awkwardly on the trees ; 
its tail appearing a nuisance to it. The days now are very warm, 
and the nights very agreeable. Short as the time is since they 
have had the rain here it is astonishing how it has dried up in 
many places. Distance, 17f miles. 

May 2. — At 7| miles came to and crossed a narrow deep creek, 
plenty water, about 50 yards wide, and have named it the Dugald, 
flowing n.n.e. ; small ranges visible at crossing this creek ; beyond 
a plain at south-west ; nice open forest before crossing, and thence 
over creeks and through myall forests. At creek near camp there 
are a number of beautiful shady trees, leaves about 4 or 5 inches 
broad, and from 5 to 6 inches long ; besides gums and various 
other trees. Spinifex on both sides of the creek down to its edge. 
A hill of no great height ahead. Saw plenty of turkey. Distance, 
18 miles. 

May 3. — Wind E.S.E., blew pretty strong towards morning. 
Along several rivers draining northward. The feed on the open 
ground is as dry as tinder, and not all of first class quality, the 
only green feed being about the creek and watercourses. A great 
abundance of those fine, shady, broad-leaved trees ; they would be 
a great ornament in a park ; it bears an abundance of seed, but 
not ripe at present, although I have taken some of it. Very sultry. 
Distance, 16 miles. 

May 4. — Over creeks, good grassed table-land, and through 
scrub timber. No water all day. Distance, 27f miles. 

May 5. — Heard a native wailing for some lost friend or relation 
during the night, but as yet have seen none of them, although they 
were burning on the left of our track yesterday, within 2 miles. 
The creek on which we camped comes from southward, and flows 
to west of north considerably ; it is well defined with box timber, 
but not at all deep ; it appears more like a side creek to a larger 
stream. There is here a considerable plain on both sides, and as 
yet no main creek visible, although I fancy there must be one, all 
the drainage yesterday being to left of our course, no doubt to 
meet some large creek to south and west. To-day's journey over 
much the same country. At the conclusion of to-day's stage, from 
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my calculations, it places me exactly on Gregory's track, 20 miles 
east of where he crossed the Leichhardt River. I hope it may be 
so, but I am hardly sanguine enough to expect it, taking every- 
thing into consideration — bad time-keeping watch, and nothing to 
go by but the guess of your horse's pace. Distance, 13 J miles. 

May 6. — A vast number of gulahs, currillas, macaws, cockatoo 
parrots, hawks, and crows here. Started n. w. by w. over alternate 
plains, and through belts of small timber. At 7 miles passed 
swampy country, when some heavy belts of timber are to the right 
of course. A great number of birds ; water I am sure could be 
had if required ; over alternate plains and strips of forest as before. 
At 17§ miles came to a native camp, near swamp (water). Saw two 
of them in the distance some few miles further, but they scampered 
off, and I did not go after them. Over similar country, latterly 
more open and even. At 22J miles struck the Leichhardt River, 
at what appears an island. Plenty of deep water; banks too 
precipitous for the animals to water. Followed down it for 2J 
miles, and came to a bend of the river. Good sound watering- 
place ; shingly and sandy beach for about a mile. Camped near 
the upper end of it. It is a splendid river, and from bank to bank 
is from 150 to 180 yards where we are encamped. Distance, 25 
miles. 

May 7. — Camp 54. Started, keeping north, and passed 
lagoons with water ; then through light forest. Seeing no prospect 
of water, returned to river, crossed it, and camped in the sandy 
bed ; lots of stones for the last 2 miles, and stony about the river 
bank. Distance, 20 miles. 

May 8. — I never saw such flights as to-day of Sturt's pigeons — 
at times completely darkening the ground over which they flew — 
a vast body of them seem to be wending their way to north-west 
from south-east, but great numbers are here on the plains notwith- 
standing ; natives burning on the Leichhardt in all directions, and 
one or two fires towards the Albert. Camped. Took Middleton 
with me to ascertain what kind of country there is between camp 
and coast. At 6 miles N. 5° W. came to and crossed a creek, plenty 
of water flowing to N.N.E. ; at 16J miles struck a creek with heavy 
box and gum timber, and water where we struck it in small lagoons 
and side creeks. (Outcamp.) A great portion of the country we 
have come over from camp is inundated, and has now coarse grass 
and reeds. This creek here flows about north ; south of this it 
comes more to the N.N.E. Distance, 9J miles. 

May 9. — Middleton and I still out; party in camp. More 
excursions east. About 6 miles due east crossed a creek upon a 
bed of lava, all rent, abundance of water ; at 5^ miles further, 
struck the Leichhardt, its bed vast sheets of stones — rocks and 
small stones opposite side, lower down — the water in its bed is 
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upwards of 150 yards wide ; again struck the river at a stony and 
rocky fall, and went westward half a mile to avoid the bend; 
struck river again at 3 miles on same course as above ; then, at 4 
miles, struck a lagoon to south ; then, at 4J miles, struck the 
river, water in its full width, now upwards of 250 yards, a splendid- 
looking place, and lined on its banks with fine timber of various 
kinds, with a variety of palms, &c. ; then to the southward of 
south-w T est for between 6 and 8 miles, but the rugged banks were 
so intricate that it was impossible to calculate the distance cor- 
rectly ; in a great many places, half a mile from the river banks, the 
plains drop ofF precipitously from 3 to 10 feet, and slope off in 
undermined deep earthy creeks, finishing at last in deep reedy 
creeks close to the river ; water in nearly all the side creeks, and 
compelled us to keep out, but sometimes we were caught in them, 
thinking the timber we were advancing to was a lagoon or belt of 
timber, and then we were compelled to go round it ; then cross a 
very fine creek running into the river, the same, I believe, we 
crossed yesterday about 6 miles from camp on our outward course. 
From this to our camp I make out about 13 miles direct, on a 
bearing of about 200° : got to camp about 8 p.m. for the last 7 miles 
guided by a roman candle shot off at the camp. Fireworks are 
very useful in expeditions of this kind, as in many cases some of 
our party have been guided up to camp near midnight, Distance 
(of round), 37 miles. 

May 10. — Camp 56. Very cold during the night. At first 
over land subject to inundations and thinly timbered. Thence 
along lagoons, at one of which encamped. Distance, 14J miles. 

May 11. Camp 57. — Could not have finer weather for tra- 
velling ; abundance of feed, though on anything like high ground 
it has shed its seed and is now dry ; plenty of good water as yet, 
and fair feed round it generally. Lagoons wooded round gene- 
rally with rusty gum, box, and white gum ; wind, E.S.E., and plea- 
sant Started to clear some broken slopes ahead, towards the 
river, on bearing of 345°. At 2 miles, over plains, came to and 
crossed a creek running into the river about a mile off; at 2J miles 
changed course to 9°, over open country — generally sloping to 
north-east from river, with plenty of water on each side ; at 6f 
miles struck the river at the falls ; plenty of guardfish, swordfish, 
and sharks, under the falls — which are about 50 to 60 feet high, 
with no current. Deep water above and below, and water oozing 
through the fissures of the rock, which appears a sort of burnt 
limestone and indifferent agate. Found an eatable fruit on a 
handsome tree of the palm kind. Distance, 11 miles. 

[The expedition remained at Camp 58 till May 17th. Excur- 
sions ; during which found a spot on the river, with immense sandpit 
opposite, evidently within reach of the sea ; water in river brackish, 
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and numerous pelicans, &c. A (supposed) tidal rise of 4 feet 
observed. Camels then went astray, and prevented progress till 
above date.] 

May 17. — Started on bearing of n. 44 J° w., over good open 
country. At 2£ miles, came to and crossed a creek coming up from 
s.s.w. ; in that direction there are falls and sheets of rock quite across 
it and forming above and below them splendid reaches of deep 
water, with numberless ducks, &c, and black macaws and gillates 
in thousands. Plenty of water in our course beyond the creek for 
half to three-quarters of a mile ; then over plains intersected with 
thin belts of small trees — the river not far off on our right. At 
1\ miles changed course to 12° more w., keeping a little farther 
from the river. At 15 J miles got to camp. About 2 miles from 
this, and on our left as we came along, is a fine lagoon in the 
midst of timber. The tide it appears rises here from 6 to 10 feet. 
Distance, 15| miles. 

May 18. — Through country full of lagoons. Where we camped 
we were perfectly surrounded by salt water, the river on one side 
and the mangrove creeks and salt flats on the other ; country very 
very much burned by the natives — it was dry enough as it was 
without the additional use of fire. Lots of the water-lily in bloom 
on all the deep water-holes and lagoons, and a very handsome tree 
with dark green foliage and a beautiful yellow blossom, and com- 
pletely loaded with a round fruit of the size of a crab-apple, now 
green, and containing a number of large-sized seeds. Distance, 
28 miles. 

May 19. Camp 60. — In camp near the river, where are caught 
occasionally by the party a few fish, amongst others a young shark 
which, however, was not eaten ; started out this morning with the 
intention of going to the beach ; but was quite unsuccessful, being 
hindered by deep and broad mangrove creeks and boggy flats over 
which our horses could not travel. There is a rise here in the 
river of six and two-thirds feet to-day, but yesterday it was a foot 
higher ; killed our three remaining sheep, and on 21st decided to 
return by Queensland. 

(b). McKjnlay's Journey from Carpentaria to Port Denison. 

May 21. Camp 60. — Commenced journey for Port Denison. 
(I forgot to mention before, that running parallel with the river, 
between this camp and our last are small ironstone and conglo- 
merate ridges, with abundance of feed and good sound ground, 
wooded with the silver-leaf, dwarf gum-looking tree, and various 
others of no great growth but sightly, and in the ridges which are 
of no height to speak of, there are splendid freshwater lagoons and 
creeks.) Came to a lagoon about 2J miles s.s.w. of our Camp 59, 



